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Unable to Shake Conley’s Story

Rosser Ends Cross-Examination

On the opening of court Wedneaday
morning when Judge L. 8. Roan an-
nounced that he would postpons hln'
final Jecislon in regprd to the adinly-
siLility of Jim Conloy’'s evidonce in re-
gard to Lgo Frank's alloged mlgcon-|
duct and also t& the negro's acting on
provious occuslons as hiy “luokout,”
Luther flossor began his final effort
to break tho negro down.

Conley stayod on the stand until 10
o'ciock and was then excused, Heo had
been testifying for fiftcen houra In all
aud of this thirteen hours hnd been
under the merelless grilllng of Attor-
ney tosgser. . .

Tho negro stuck to tho last to the
main points of his story, and, while ad-
mitting that he had lled on praevious
occastons, swore that he hud only tried
to save himself and that about the
murder ha was telling the whele truth,
No amount of offort could breuk him
from this declaration. ~

Conley nlse added a new point to
his story whon under additional ques-
tioning from Solfcitor Hugh Dorsvy ho
swore -that ho had scen IFrank hide
Mary Phagan's meshbag In his safe.
Before that bLoth sides had declared
they could not account for the disap-
pearance of the pocketbook or bag in
which the girl had carried her money.

ends Blnck Affidnvit,

Mr. Rosser opened the morning cross-
examination by reading to the negro
the second affidavit he made to De-
tective John R. Black and Harry Scott.
1t was in this that the darkey swore
he had left home at about 9 ¢/clock
and after visiting several saloons and
poolrooms, namong which was one bear-

fng the name of the “But In" saloon,'
hio hued won 99 cents at dice and then'
gone to the fuctory at about 1 o'clock.
in it he had admitted te writing the
murder notes, but madge np mention of
holping Frank disposo of the body.-

Then tho lawyer read tho noxt atefi-
davit In which the negro declared ho
had aflded Frank in taking tho dead
girl's body to the cellar in which,
deapite tho fact that he had put into
it the claim that ho was tolllng the
wholo truth, ho had not told certaln
things which he walted untll ha got on
the stand to tell,

Mr. Rossor mado Coniey acknowledge
to having mada theso affldavits and
with partioular emphasts called his at-
tention to the various discrepancles be-
tween themn and alto betweaen the final
one and his aworn testimony.

Thon the lawyor usked the witness
about several convorsations he ls al-
leged by the defense to have hind with
varlous factory employoces after the
murdor was digcovercd and beforp he
was arrested.

“Jim,” began Mr. Rosser, “soon attor
the murdor weren't you working near
whore Miss Robecca Carson was and
did she say to ywu, Jim, thoy aln't
Kot you yet for this' and dll'nt you
say, ‘No, and they alnt’ goin' to, ‘cavasc
I ain't done nothin?”’

“No, sir, ropiled Conley; "dat lady
an't nover sald nothing ltke dat o
me and 1 ain't never sald nothing ke
dat to her”

“Dldn‘'t she say, 'Woll, they'v. 0
Mr, Frank and he ain't dene :);ot‘;nfg.s
and didnt’ you then say, *Mr, Frank is
ez Innocont as you I8 and do Lord
knows you aln't guilty'?” ‘

“No, sir,” replied Jim positively; “no, !

|

Rossar Ends Cross-Examination

str, Mr. Rosser, wasn't nothing lak dat
passed ‘tween us.”
Denfes That He HIid,

“Jtin,” fr., Rossor next 8sked,!
“weren't you talking to one of the
tadles there right after the murder
and she aald, Jim, you 4ld this' and.
didn't you lay down your broom and,
o off to another part of the buiid-
Ing?" '

“Nothing 1ak Aaat over happened,”
assericd the witness,

“Well, Jim, ons dany just before you
were arrested, weren't you hiding’
yourself on ths socoond floor, afrald |
to go downstalrs, and 4ldn't you say
in the presence of Mr, Horbert Hchift .
that youw'd give a milMon dellars to‘l
be a white man, and that If you were:
A white man youwd go on down the!
steps?” |

“No, sir,” replied Jim, “1 dld say |
[ wished 1 was a whita man and dat|
it 1 was I'd go on down.” )

“Dldn‘t you ask Mrs. Dora Small to!
read nn extra to you about that same!
day, and then te)l her Mr. Frank was |
fnnocent?” ‘ :

“No, sir,” replled Jim, “I never had
no talk ltke dat with her.”

“Didn't you tell Miss Julla Foss |
that Mr. Frank was as innocent as an'’
angol In heaven?" i

“No, sir, 1 nover anid nothing like |
dnt to dat lady, either.” 4|

Dorsey Takea Wiiness, !

It was then 10 o'clock and Mr, |
Rossor suddenly announced that he was
through with his cross examination.
Solleltor Dorsey declared that he wish- |
ed to ask a few more questiona beo-
fore Conley was excused.

“Jim,” he said, “when you told Mv.!
Rosser about being in Jail whove did -
you mean you were kept?”

“I meant at police station,” replled
Jim. .

“What did they put you In jail for. '
Jim?” N

Mr. Rosser objected strenuvously, de-l
claring that every nogro when asked!
that question answers, “for nothin”
boss; 1 hadn’t done nothin’”’

After ‘gsome argument on hoth sides:
Judge Roan hela that the questisn
might bo asked and answered. .

Conley then awore that the first time
he was put In jall was when a boy
and as arrested for throwlng rocks,,
and that the othor times had been for
tighting with other negroes and for
belng drunk and disorderly. Mo de-
clared ho had nevor been In the county:!
Jail untfl after he wag placed - there
tottowing the murder, and that he had;
never boon arrested for a sorious of-.!
fense,

“Did you ever ses Frank down thero
in the jall?” asked Mr. Dorsey. A

*No, slr,”

“Why didn't you?" [

Mr., Rosser succeeded in having this',
ruled out, "

“From tho'time you were arrested, |
4ald you see Frank until the day you,
came Into this courtroom?’ nsked .
Doracey.

“Yes, sir, T seed him at the coroner'si
court down there at headquarters, and!
he went by mo and Lowed his head .
and smiled,”

“Waa that hofore you had told on.
him?*

‘Yeos, sir.”

Says Frank:Dictated Notex.

“Toil the fury what, if anything,
Frank did with your pencil while you
were writing the murder notes.”

“Heo tuck de pencil outer my hand .,
and rubbed out the lotter '8 I had .
put at the end of ‘negro,” said Jim. .

“Did you ever Boe tho pooketbook, ‘|
purse or meahbag of Miss Mary Pha. |
gant’ A

“Yos, sir, T saw it on Mr. rank's |
dosk after we came back from putting |,
the body in tho basemeont, and he tuck |
it and put it in his safe,” sald Jim.

Mr, Dorsoy then asked tho negro to
doscribe tho soroum he claims to have
hoard, but.AMr. Rosser aucceeded in
having that ruled out, claiming that it
bad boon gone Into hefore.

“Iim,” Mr. Dorsey then asked, “who
has asked you the most questiona and
tultked to you the fongest, Mr, Biack,
Mr. Scott, Mr. Starnes, Mr, Campbell,’
mysolt or Mr. Rossor?” ‘

Rosser got this question doclarod‘

\

fllekal,
"Well, what wns tho longest time
any of those deteotives talked to yout”

Conley Cuuses Lnughter,

1

“You means Mr. Rossor dere, don’t!
you,” sald Juin, and the courtroom for-,
got itself for tho moment untll the,
vigorous rapping of deputios restorod |
order., !

Conley finally was made to undor-
stand that Mr. Rossor, although ho had |
gritlod bhim for about two days, dld
not woar a star and rubbor-heoled
shoos, and ho then stated that Scott|
and Black bad talked to him more
than any of the other dotecUves, and !
had kept him on ono oocasion from
about 11 o'olock until dark, but he do- |
clared that thoy had givon him sovaral
rests betwoen taiks, and that thoy
actually talkod to him about three:
and a half hours, |

"Waoll, how long did Mr, Rossor talk
to you?"

Mr. Rosser hnd this questfon ruled’
out, the solicitor making a vigorous'
but vain ploa, that it should get on
record how long tho negro had beon:

Dorsey, .

under the crosa-firs of questions on the
stand.,

“Was thers any cloth around the
place whers you got the gunny sack?’

:"I‘here was some near there.”
5ob‘}'¥u moving the body a pretty hard

“Yes, sir.”

Attorney Rosser’s objeotions to this
were overruled,

Upon the roquest of the solicitor the
negro then lay down on the floor and
Mustrated how he had placed the girl's
body In the basement, and ho also took
The Contstitution’'s flashlight picturo
of the basement and showed exactly
where he had placed the body.

“Tell the Jury everything you aid
after you looked at the eclock, and saw
ft was four minutes to one,” sald Mr,
Dorssey,

"Where did Mr.

ands?”’

Conley indicated on the diagram a
spot near the office.

“What was sald about your going
to Hrookiyn?*

“Mr. Frank never sald nothing about
my golng to Brookiyn: ho sald he
would send me away,” replled Jim.

Denfea Secing Mincey.

“DIid you ever have a talk with W,
H, Mincey?’

“Never except that day at the sta-
tion houss when he comae there.’”

On Mr. Rosser’s objeotion to this,
Judge Roan ruled that the state could
aot g0 Into Mincoy's talk at the stn-

on.

“Jim, on the night you were put In
Jall and the newsapaper ien came,
what did they do to you?" asked Mr.

Frank wash hls

“They jes' talked to me, an' dne »f
them offored meo a paper.,” sald Jim,

At this fjuncture Mr. Dorsey re-
quested that Harilce DBranch and
Harold W. Roas, two roporters at tho:
press table, leave the courtroom, Witen
they left he econtinued:

“What dld you say to Mr, S‘cblff?”‘

“Mr. Hchiff asked me If I gaw the!
crowd out there”

“How long have you known Mr. N..
Davley?" !
“lvor since. he come -to the fac-.
tory.” |

“DId Mr. Schift and Mr. Darley know
you could write?" . !

Mr. Rosser entered an objection to|
this and in reply Mr, Dorsoy sald:,
“Your honor, while this negro was!
in’ Jaj) and the Nattonal Pencil factory i
had employed dotectlves to find the:

V.

; murderer, and whilo he wap clulmlng}
.he could not write, these men know!

that ho could and yet did not tell the|
detectives.” |

“it's not in evidence that these mon .

-knew the detectlves wanted Conley

to writo,” roplied Mr. Roaser.

“l can prove ft by those two news-
paper men I askeq to loave the room," |
roplied Mr. Darsey, "and yot these two‘
men connected with the poncil fac-

tory concealed the fact that thisg ne-|

gro could write.
Evidence Ruled Out,
Judge Roan ruled that Mr. Dorsoy!
could not Introduce the ovidence to
show that Sohiff and Darlsy knew
Jim could write, and that hie gould not.
Introduco his evidence to show that
the two factory employoes knew the

' dotectives desired him to write, The

two nowspapor men wers then allowed
to re-enter the room,
:"J'Im. can you write Tuxury?"

Yes, sir,” replled Jim, *“they had
boxes with that on 'em at the factory
and when they gave out I had to write
ft down and give It to Mr. Frank so
he would know to order some more.”

‘Did he furnish the papor for you
to wrlte on?"

“Yea, sir” ) !
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It was now 10:80 o'clock and Mr.
Rosser agaln took up the cross-ex-
amination for & few questions.

“DId Mr. Frank have the doad girl's
meshbag on his desk when you came
back from the basement Jim?"

"Yes, sir.”

“He put it in his safe and locked
the door, did he?"

"He put it In tho safe,” sald Jim,
“but I dunno whother he locked the
door or no,” .

Mr. Rosser then went Into much do-
tail about the varlous thnes that de-
tectives and the state's tawyers had
talked to Conley about the crime. He
had to explain to Jim what was meant
by the state’s lawyers,

“Jtm,” he next asked, “how long had
you been caring for tho boxes?"

“’Bout a year,” sald Jim. I

“So Mr. }rank knew for over &,
year that you could write?” J

“f rackon ho daid,” sald Conley; ‘“f'd!
been writing down the things about|
the boxes and glvin' ‘em to him that’
long."

A New, Simplitied Method.

It was at thia juncture that Conloy,
prompted by Attorney Rosser, intro-
duced to the world an absolutely noew
mothod of spelling, and one that would
put A. Carnegio and T. Roosevelt to
shamae should they ever learn that a
man with no education had Introduced
it.

Tho exemplification of tho now
method began with “Uncle Romus,”
a word Kpnown and loved by Carnexie
himself. it happened that Jim sald
that the Natlonal Pencll company used
this as a trade name for one of thelr

| brands of pencils,

“Itow do you spell ‘Uncle Remus,’
Jtm?" Mr, Rosser asked. .

“Well, I kin spell it replied Jim.

“Go ahead,” he was urgeéd.

v0-n," gald Jim”

“Well, does that
asked Mr, Rosser,

“Yos, sir.”

“Wol), spell ‘Remus.'"”

. “Rel-m-0-8-8+" sald Jim proudly.

“That's fino, Jim, . Now, spell ‘lux-
uryt*"

it wams hore that
reached its climax.

“L-teg-t-r-l-8" Jim replied,

“All right, Jim.  Now, spell "Thom-
as Jatftesorn,'” urgod Mr. Rossor, that
being, alse & trade namo of the pen-
cils,

“1.0-m-n-i-8, Thomas,”

‘“(Jo ahead.”

“Jop-8+8-" finished Jim.

Leo Frank was laughing by this
timeo and deputies were frowning and
threatening to oject certain spectlators
from the courtroom,

Conley wound up the splllng bes by
declaring that “Jee Wishton" was the
othrodox way of spolling the name of
the man who made the gherry tree fa.
mous,

“Jim," next asked Mr, Rosser,
"wouldn't you Bomotimes write Mr.
Frank a noto in order to draw on your
wagos?” .

“Yes, alr; I'd write out, ‘Please lot
me havo 50 cents,'" replied tho nogro.

“And yowd aay, 'An' tako it out ot
my wagos,’ wouldn't you?' the ques-
tioner added,

“No, sir; I couldn’t write out all dat
last part, Mr. Frank he'd know

Uncle?”

spell

the now aystem

sald Jim.

" whero to take hit fum.)”

Mr. Dorsoy then put a few minor
question aund after these Mr. Rosser
asked the negro if Behift did not have
charge of the boxes Instead of Frank,
Conley declared that Frank had charge
ot them,

It was 11:14 o'c¢lock when the negro
finally loft tho stand.



