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Testimony of Dr. Harris Upheld
By Noted Sfomach Specialists

Pr. Claronce Johnsan, when called to gratified at the lmpression the export

the stand Wednesday morning as the
first witness, dosignated the deduc-
tiona of Dr. . I, llarris In regard to
tho time of Mary Phagan's death after
eating as sciontific statemonts based
on sclientific facts.

When racalled to the stand Dr. John.
aon, who is n noted stomach specinl-
ist, and who testified on Tuesday
attornoon, was asked the dlrect ques.
tlony about what he would conclude

from conditions such as Dr. I{arris had "

roported finding in Mary Phagan's
body. Ha sald ho would say tho girl
had dled within an hour after enting.

It was pot unti) Bolicitor Hugh Dor-
sey had made a bitter fight that Judge
I. 8. Roan allowed him to ask Dr.
Jolinson the particular guestion which
bolstered up Dr. Iarrls, and when the
trial judge granted it ho statod that it
was not a right of the sinte’s, but that

tho matter was at hls adlscretion, and .

that ho was glving tho solicitor the
henefit of (L.
The defonse claimed that to nllow

Dr. .Johnson to tell what he thought

of the Harris deductions would be to
open the entire matter, and the solivi-
‘tor deoclared that he had the right o
reply to the attack tho defense had
mnde on Dr. Harvia,

Mr. Doraey's fArst question was an

outline of what Dr. Harrls had declared
Mary Phagan's condition to be, and
then nsked hhm from that how long he
would say )L was from the tiine of ont-
ing untl] death overtook the sghrl

Dr. Johnson replied that he would
fArst have to know that the pathologlst
‘was thoroughly capablo and employed
the most scientiflo mothods.

Digestion Stopped in” An HHour,

Mr. Dorsey told him to assume that
‘to be tho cnse, and Dr, Johnson thon
doclared that under the conditions,
which he carefully repeated and had
tho court stonographer later read to
him, that the digestion of the food had
‘boen stopped In an hour after it was
eatan.

i tWould that he n wild guess?' ask.
ed Mr, Dorsey. .

“1t would mnot,” replled the physi-
‘clan,

“Ig every stomach a law unto fitself,
doctor?”

‘ IINO'"

| Dr. Johnson was then turned over to
thoe defenso for cross-examination.

| "what are the other possible factory
‘that would aftect the digestive pro-
cens?’ asked Attorney Reuben Arnold
on cross-examination.

. "“Tho brulze on the hend and the
strangulation are two of them."

“How are they factors?”

“woll, anything that disturbs the
circulation of tho blood or hinders the
action of thoe nerves toward the stoin-
ach, disturbs the action ot the stom-
ach.”

»What are the mechanical factors?”
‘asked Mr. Arnold.

vThe size of Lhe stomach and the
thickness of {ts walls™
| “Dootor, what i3 the bost tast for
hydrochlorfo ncid {n the stomach?” ask-
ed Mr. Arnold.

"1 consldor tho color tost the hest
one,” replied the expert.

| “Tg thero any othor tost?”

| “Yes, but 1 conslder the color test
bost.* :

_Caim Under Cross-lixamination,

Dr. Johnson was then subjected o a
thorough grilding, in which Mr. Arnold
askod him technleal questions to ‘the

]

amount of soeveral hundred on tho di- '

gostive procosses In the stomach ana
jlntoutinca and on tho effect of varlous
things on tho digestivo processos.
’ It seemed as though the defonse
was trylng to confusg the oxpert and
‘thus discredit him befors the jury, as
‘tho solfcitor had succoeded in  doing
with one of tho physicians Introduced
by the defense. Dr. Johnaon, howaver,
took his own time about overy. quese
tion, refusing to answor ‘whon tho
questions were hurled in lightning or-
der at him, und gave a c¢areful answor
to each one of them, offering In ovory
cade to oxplain his reasons and show
why he had answered that way,
Solloftor Dorsoy and Attorney Irank
Ifooper were wreathed {n smiles whon
Dr. Johtigon loft tho siand, ana Dy,
Frank ~Eskridgo and  Coorge Mixoll,
who have afded the sollcitor, woie also

had made.
Niles Also Uphiolds Harris.

Dr. George M. Niles, a practicing
| physiclan and one who teaches the
treatment of intestinal disenses at the
" Atlunta Medlcpl college and who has
also written a textbook on the ,sub.
Joct, went on the stand tollowing Dr,
Clarence Johnson, and practicnlly eor-
roborated what Dr, Johnson had said
in rogard to Dr, H, I Harris,

“Is caoch stomach a law unto itselt?”
Solleltor Hugh Dorsey ashked after he
had established by quostions who his
witnbag was, :

“Not cxaotly, avery normal siom-
ach follows cortain genoral laws.”

Mr. Dorsey thon outlined to the
witness tho condition in which Dr.
Hanrelg had reported  finding Mary
Phagan's organs and asked him from
that £ he wcould glve wu sclemtific
opinion or a wild guess.

Death Within an Hour.

“Assuming o healthy stomach and
no oxcitemont or extracrdinary physi~
cal exerciao to disturh it, I could give
a sclontifis opinifon that death had
come in nhout an hour atter the food
was eaten,” replied Dr. Nilos,

on crosg-examination Attorney
Revben Arnold weoent into great detafl
| nbout the digestlve processes of tho
stomach and intestines and drew from
the witness the statemont that -the
longest perliod he ever heard of cab-
buge remaining In the human stom-
ach was four or five hours.

Aftor a serios of technical guestions,
avhich falled lo confuse him, Dr. Niles
~was excused by the dofonse,

Solicitor Dorsey then askea him it

thero wag any codo of ethics among

puysicians which would prohibit a
. man from doing as Dr,. Marrls had
dono in regard to merking his nutopsy
by himself and then concealing his
tindings until {t was brought out in
court. Dr. Niles sald thore was no
such code, and also that Dr. Harris
daid not have to btring samples of the
crgang into. court with him.

Dr. Wunke it on Stand,

Dy, John Funke, director of the Car-
negle Pathologloal institute and a
protesgor ot pathology and bacteriolo-
gy In tho collego of which Dr. Willls
Westmoreland, attacker of Dr, H. o,
Hacerls, 18 presldent, went on tho
stana following Dr. Gborge M. Niles
and upheld Dr. Harrlg' deductions,

1lo also upheld Dr,.. Harris' satate-
mont that somo sort of violence had
beon dono to the girl beforo death.
i{o wns positive that tho violenco to
her had boen done before death and
ofted so many authorities on eross.
examination that at one time Attor-
noy Arnold begged him to quit,

“Lot tho twitneas get through with
his frog story and I'll go on,” was Mr,
Arnold’s remark,

Dr. Funke went oalmly on as
though no (ling had beon takon at
him and told of oxperimonts first por-
formad on the web of a frog's foot
by which it had boen discovered that
the blood acts in certain particular
ways bhefore death whon an Injury Is
fnfiictad and then explatned that the
blood only fiows from force of gravity
after denth.

Dr, I"'unke had been shown sapecl.
mons of the organs taken from the
degd girl and on cross-examination it
was brought out that Dr. R, T, Dor-
sey, brother to the solicltor, had done
. this on last SBaturday.

Attornoy Arnold went Ifnto a num-
bor of dotallod questions with the
witness and then he wasa excused.
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