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SCOTT BELIFVES
CONLEY INNOGENT, |
ASSERTS LANFORD

Chief’s Statement Follows the
Publication of Report That
Pinkertons Are Now of the
Opinion Sweeper Is Guilty.

“OPEN TO CONVICTION,”
SCOTT TELLS REPORTER

“Qur Testimony in Case Will
Be Fair and [mpartial,” He
Says--Grand Jury Called to
Consider Indicting Copley.

DEVELOPMENTS OF DAY
IN MARY PHAGAN CASE

Moeting of grand jury called to
take stops leading to Indlciment
of James Conley on the charge of
murder, over protost of Solicitor
Gencral Hugh Dorsey, who de-
clares that indictment of Conley
will be useless procedure.

Reported on Iriday that the
Pinkertons have changed their
opinfon {n case, and now bolleve
Conley guilty of murder, and Leo
M. Frank innocent.

Harry Scott, fleld manager of
Pinkertons, is denled permission
to sce Conley in his cell and sub-
“ject him to quiz, although always
allowed this privilege in past.

“Scott told me he still believes
Conley innocent and Frank guil-
ty,” says Chiet of Detectives Lan.
ford. “Pinkertons will give fair
and impartial testlinony at coming
trial,” Scott tells Constltution,
“Whether it affects Frank or the
negro s no concern of ours; we
wore employed to tlml the mur-
dorer.”’ . Can

“Conley is dealing fairly with
the state of Georgla,” says his at-
torney, William M. Smith, in mak.
ing attack on action of the grand
Jury, '

That Harry Scott, field manager for
the Pinkertons, came to pollce head-
quarters yosterday afternoon immedi-
ately following the publication of a
story to the effect that the Plnkertons
now believed In Conley's guilt, and de-
ciared that he still held to the theory
that the negro was innocent and Frank
guilty, was the nassertion made by
Newport l.anford, chief of dotectives,
last night.

“Scott told me.” sald the chloef last
night, “that thoere was no truth In tho
article so far as he personally was con-
cerned, and that he continued firm in
tho bellef that Conley was innocent.

“Ho has malntained throughout the
investigation that Frank is gullty, and
that Conley had nothing more to do
with the crime that the complicity to
which he confessed. He came to me
Friday especlally to deny the story.

Why Scott Was Rarred,

Lanford stated that Scott had work-
ed during the entlre case aloug this
fine. It {s further atated that Seott
told the chief I'riday that his orlglnal
hellof had not been altered tho slight-
est.

A prominent police officlal explained
the move which prevented Scott from
{nterviewing the nexro riday after-
noon. It was to Keep any additional
statement which might be mado by the
negro from reaching the ears of coun.
sel for Frank's defenso, he snld,
© “Police headquartprs has been worke-
fng in co-operation with Scott,” sald
the officinl, “and he has been invalu.
able to the Phagan Investigation, His
retalners, however, are pencll factory
ofticinls, and his dally reports are sub.
mitted to Frank's counsel.

“Weo did not -want to embarrass
Scott by requesting him to keep sllent,
and did not want to risk the probabil-
ity of letting new deveclopments reach
Frank's attorneys. Therefore, we wera
forced to prevent hilm from seccing the
megro."”

It was |Inferred by this statoment
that new evidence has been gained
from Conley. "Chlef Lanfonl would not
commit himself, He would neither
deny nor affirmn the report that addi-
tlonal statements had been obtainod.

Scott's Attitude.

Detective Harry Scott made his nl-
titude In the Phagan case clear to-a
reporter last night. He declared that
he would not commit himself as to his
belief of gullt elther toward Conley
or FFrank, but that ho wny open to con-
viction regarding ecithor suspect,

“The Pinkertons at the coming trial
-—or any others that may result front
the case—will give falr and impartial
testimony. Whether It affects Frank
or the negro Is no concern of ours. \Wo
were employed to apprehend the mur-
derer. ‘f'his we strove -tv do at the
best of our abllity. All evidence we
have got will be submitted fully and
fairly.”

Scott Is Non-Commitial,

Scott would not say whether (the
evidenco at hand was damaging to
cither of the prisoners. He was ex-
tremely non-committal; in fact, more

Continued on Page Two.
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so than at any other stage of the m-!
mous case. Ile did atate, huwover,’
that there had been no change of atti-
tude in the Pinkerton forces, and that
they were concerned in tho investiga. |
tlon as they had always been, solely tol
flnd the slayer.

It was also stated from the Pinker-
ton offtees that they would not assist
‘the defenas of Loo Frank. 'Thelr rela-
tionship, 1t is rumored, has beon &ev-
ered (rom the police department so far
‘ns concerns the I’hagan case. They
will not strive, It was sald, to prose-
"culo or defend anyone put on trial,
‘thelr object being to submit evidence
Ltandlng to disclose the murderer.

Conley Quisred Ebough,

| Regarding the actlon of Chief Beav-
‘ers In refusing peormission to sce Con-
‘ley when he applied at poiice head-
quarters Friday afterncon, Scott told
the reporter:

"L will not try to examine the negro
‘again. T do not want to clash with
'the police department, In tho flrst
place; aud, in the second, I do not think
it necessary to qulzz Conlay any ture
ther. He has already told enough.”

As {o a definito staloment having
‘been made of thelr attitude, as was ro-
'ported Friday afternoon, Beott declated
that no such Intimation had been giv-
en from his office, Ji probably re-
‘sulled, he sald, because of thelr re-
tlcence which has been maintained of
‘lulo and of the refusal of the pollco
chief to permit an interview with
>Conlc)'.
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