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Officer Tells About Discovery
Of Body of Girl in Basement

Sergeant L. §. Dobbs, one of the po-
licemen who answered Lee's call to
to tho factory, was put on the stand,
after Leo was dismissed.

He told of the call at about 3:20 a.
m. oh April 27, and of how he and
Officers Anderson and Brown, with
“Roots" Rogers, an ex-county police-
man, and Britt Crajg, of The Consti.
tution, went fo the factory and found
the body.

The officer declared, among other
things, that l.ee was not frightened or
trembling when they got - there, that
they hnd difficulty in telling at first
whether the giel was white or black,
‘and that Lo had interrupted his read-
‘Ing of the nole when he reached the
iword “night” by saying, "Boss, that's
[me.”

Sergeant Dobbs went into detall
about the cord around the girl's neck,
and also tho torn plece of undercloth-
Ing ticd loosely around the ncck over
the cord. He declared that the rope
and pleco of cloth exhibited were very
similar to thosoe he saw that morning,
but would not swear they were the
fdentical ones. '

Knew She Was White.

“I couldn't toll at first whether .the

girl was whito -or black, and had to

turn her over,” he stated, “and when
I saw her white skin' on her body
where her clothes were torn and when
I brushed the dust off her face, 1
know she was white.

“Phere was somoe Dblood on tho
back of her head and it was dry on
the outside, and moist near the skull
where I placed my hand,” he contin-
ued, "A cord was tled so tightly
around. the neck that It had cut into
the flesh and over that a plece of
underclothing was tied, but it was not
at all tight. '

“l accuscd Leo of doing it or of
knowing who did,” the officer went on,
"and 1 looked around and saw a couple
of notes after 1 had poked this stick
of mine into the sawdust, Thoy read
about like this—" )

He had started to repeat the notes
when the solicitor stopped him and it
wag at this point that he testified
that the cord awl pleco of cloth ox-
hibited were vgry simllar to those ho
had secen that morning,

“There wds hot much blood about
the hair,” he replied in answer to the
solicitor, : .

“Wag it molst or dry?”

- “Dry on the outside and moist. near
over (o teW whather she. was white

’
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the
hands." -

“Wasg It a damp or dry place where
you found tho body?”

“Well, rather damp.”

tdentifies Murder Notes.

Dobbs then Iidentified the murder
notes and also tho scratchpad which
he found mnear the body, one note at
the foot and another near tho girl's
head.

“DId you know who this girl was?’

“No; but I learned later she was
Mary Phagan.”

He then was made to go into detall
about the position of the hody and of
how he poked around in the sawdust
with his cane I(n seatch of gsomo ovi-
donce,

T'hen tho officer told of sending Leo
to jaill and declared that Lee was not
oxcited hut was cool. Sollcitor Dor-
sey then had the officer go into detall
about the drawing, and Mr. Rossor
made strenuous objectlons to this, but
Dorsocy won his point and Sergeant
Dobba finally declared that the draw-
ing was perfect as far as ho knew.

Mr. Rossger then took up the cross-
examination and asked a number of
questions about the picture, making
the officor look away from it while

answering. Tho attorncy secemed to
be doilng his best to discredit the
drawing. ’

“Was Lee excited? he suddenly
queried.

“No.

“Cottld you tell if the girl was

white or black right at once?”
“No, I could not.”
“Didn't you have to turn the bhody
-~

rootg Of tnNe A{ITr Wisliv 1 puv my -

or black?"

“Yes.

fteason for Questfons.

Lee had previously testiffed that
when he saw tho body and got close
enough to convinco himself that it
was really the body of a person and
not a dummy placed there by some
boys to frighten him that he could
tell by the “frizzy hailr and white
gpots on tho face™ that she was a
white girl, and tho attorney seemed
to wish to start, proof that Lee had
either approached much closer to the
body than he had saild he did, or else
knew something more about the af-
fair than he had told.

Mr. Rosser then made Dobbs go
over tho detall of finding tho notes
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and also of finding the girl’s missing
shoe ahd hat and of the fact that tho
ribbon upon the hat was gons when
he found it

“IMd thesbody look like it had been
dragged and did there show any traces
on tho ground where 1t might have
been dragged?” asked Mr, Rosser,

“Yes, sir, the body looked somo-
what ltke it had been dragged by tho
feet and with the fade down and I
thought 1 found evidence of whero
something ke n body had been drag.
ged from the eclevator shaft to the
piice where the body lay.”

Dia St Appenr Excited,

Mr. Rosser agafn took up the ques-
tion of whether or not the officer be-
lieved Lec wns excited when he camo
fn.  Again Dobbs declared Lee did not
apprar excited.

“From where Lee showed
first saw the body, could
have been seen?

"1 think =0.”

“Dldn't you swear before the grand
jury,” sald the attorney. probably
meaning the coroner's jury, “that Leo
cottld not have scen the body from
where he told you he dld sce t?"

Sergeant Dobba declared that he ald
not believe that he had said that be-

you ho
it really

- fore the coroner’s jury.

“f thought [ saw marks where a
body had been dragged from the ele-
vator shaft to where the dead girl
lay," he answered the next question.

Protduces Stenographiec Report.

tiere Mr, Rosser again produced the
stenographle report of the coroner's
hearing and declared that nccording,
to it the officer had declared that ho
did not see that the marks of where
a body had been dragged began al-
rectly In front of the shaft.

As Lo haq previously stuck out
against what the stenographer had
transcribed, so did the officer, and de-
spite the production of the sworn
notes of the court stenographer, tho
offlcer held to his origlnal statement
and declared that he had at first de-
clared that the marks of a body being
dragged had begun in front of tha
shaft and that he hada sald that all
along.

Sergeant Dobbs then teld of find-
ing the staple pulled oft the back
door of the hasement and the bar be-
Ing pulled back. Ite was again mado
to go into detall in vegard to reading
the notes to the night watehman and
swore that Lee had interrupted with,
“That's me, boss’” when he reached
the word "night” in reading the note,

After he had gone into more de-
tall about the xzirl's clothes and the
torn or cut condition In which they
were found, court adjourned untit 2
o’¢lock,




