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Mary Phagan Was Strangled

Declares

Dr. Roy I, Harris, tho pathologist,
head of tho etate bonrd of health, and
the expert who oxhumed and exam-
ined the body of Mary Phagan, wont
on tho stand at tho olose of tho ar-
gument over Judge Roun’s reserved
decision to continue the tesatimony
from which he was Interrupted Iri-
day by a falnting spell in the court.
room.

He sti}l sufferod from weakness and
was allowed to sft in a heavily-up-
holatored armchalr,

He was questioned tirst by Sollcitor
Dorsoy,

“Dr. Harrls, what {s your particular
branch of medieine?”

“My usual line {8 pathology, chem-
tatry and chemical work, as well as
alagnosis.”

“Can you Indlcato the signs of what
you snw on Mary Phagan's body which
showed strangulation?”

Bied by Sirangulation.

“It was out of tho question that
hor death waag caused by a blow
on the hend—it was not sufficient .to
even produce noticoable pressure, The
only thing evident from which death
could have resuited was the deop in-
dentation along tho throat, obvlously
infifeted during iife. Therd wete
other signs as woll—the protruding
tongue, congestod blood In tho face and
hands, all of which Indlcated" that
atrangulation had causod donqx.

“Did you notice the larynx?

“Yes; thore seemed no damago
dono.”

*Did you sos the windpipet”

"y eRt

“Did you take it out?"' )

“No; thero soemed but iittle damage
to It. 1 Ald not remove it bocause 1
dld not want to mutilate th.o poor
child any more than NOCOBBATY.

"“Did you see tho tungs?" .

“Yes, but the lunga were ocongested,
due to the use of formaldehyde uuod;
in emblaming"” |

The solicitor asked the deferise for:
the bloody stick found by Plnkartons‘
on May 10 in the poncil factory. "'1
was produced and shown to the phy-
sician.

"Do you think the blow you found
on the child’s head could huvus boen
Intlloted by a cudgel llke thls?

“In my opinion, I would think not:
—the gash evidently was inflicted with
gomo sharp Instrument.”

“Did youn make a sclcnut}o exAmina-~
tion of the female organs?

Violence Notore Death,

“Yos; { made a mloroscoplo oxami-

tion.”
nul)x").n}mrr\s at this point testified as'
to tho condition of the organs ot the
girl to show that violonce of somo sort
had heen done her.

Following these questions Dr, Har-
ris was asked regarding certain ox-
periments he had made on digestive
organs relatlve to thelr action upon
cabhage, [le had started to detail a
test he had made twelve years ago,
when- Rossor objeoted to his personal
exportence being put before the jury,

sPhis witness ia testifying to a
science which direotly concerns this
case,”’ sajd tho solleltor, “and I sub-
mit that it {s absolutely relevant and
admissible.

“There Is no doubt that it Dr. Har-
rls was the only man {n the world
who had made thig experlinent there
would be an objection to his stating
{t by the defense.

“You can give the results of your
experiment or authority in the sub-
Jaar rujed Judge Roan.

Dr. H. F. Harris

Only One to Make Experiment.

“I know of none other who have
mado thls exporiment,” said the doo-
tor, "and therefore I decided to make
it mysell, 'The stomach frees Itself
quickly of cnbbagoe and bread. It
frees itsolf as quickly of cabbage as
it does of a mixture of the two,

“As soon as 1 saw tho pecullar re-
lation of cabbage to this case I know
tha girl had come to her death or to
unconsciousness at the time digestion
wang stopped.”

At thig jJuncture the witness wns
stopped by Mr. Rosser, who deciared
that the oxpert must give, or detalil,
the sclence of his statement.

“It that cabbaga had been on my
atomacth,” gald the attorney, “{t would
stay therq until tomorrow.”

The solicitor proteated to the ob-
joction, eaying that Dr. Harrls had
already stated he was the only man
who had over made such an experi-
ment. )

It was following this assortion that
the ¢irst Injectlon of the Grace case
was made into tho Prank trial, Attor-
ney Hooper brought comparison by
reminding Judge Ronrn of a decision
he had made in tho famous case fol-
lowing an exporiment by two marks-
moen  with roveivers at pollce hend-
quarterg during oourse of the trial,

“Two men, who wore not oxperts,”
said Mr, Hooper, “went to pollce hend-
quarters and, with plstols, determined
the distance required to Inflict powdor
marks upon *a white ecloth, There
were no exports fn the tost, but thero!
was an expariment, on which' your!
honor ruled favorably.' . .

“You can give the selenca of your
experiment, Dr. Iarris,” ruled Judge'
Roan, “without disclosing the process
by which your knowledge way
gained.” :

Girl's Stomach Normad,
. Following whichcamon doclaration
by Dr. Harris that the girl's stomach
was normal. ‘

The defense frequently askeq Judge‘
Roan for rulipgs to objedtions which
they made. 1In .cach Instance it was
specifically requested that particular
noto bo made nf it in the records. It
wag obvious that foundation was be.
ln;lz) h\'ld folr appeal for new trial,

uring the course of an argu
which followed nn objection ’lro "l'%?-f
tain parts -of the expart'y testimony
Attorney Rosser acoused the witnoss
of belng intensoly argumentative,

Dy, Harris contlinued;

“I recontly experlmented with four,
porsons with cabbage ceoked by AMrs,
Cofoman and {n cach cass .the offect
upon them was the same, that is, .per-
taining to digestion, The results aiso |
were the same as found in Mary Png..
gan's body,” :

At this Dr. Harrls attempted to dis. |
play the vials of cabbagoe removed'
from tho stomnachs of the men on whom
he had made the exporiment. Attorney |
Rosser volced objection. !

"I want to show,” argued the sollel-
tor, “that tho stomach of Mary Pna.,
gan was normal, and that the cadp-
bago discovered in her body was undi-
gostod. It Is posaiblo that thls expert |
caunot explain his experiment and to!
show. comparisons reveallng that this:
ecabbage was coockod alike, awallowod\

altke and chowed altke by the men on'|[:

whom  Dr,
mont.” ] -
He was susiained. . 2
Dr. Harris continued: S
‘Mary Phagan's stomach was normal.
fn size, development and position—in'
fao§:.‘lt was normal in every pu’tlen—]:

Harrls . made  the experi-

Bicifeves Doctors Are Guemsing.

At this, Mr. Rossor Insisted that Dr.
Harr tell his reasona for knowing
thesa facts.

“I don't know what the doctor means
about this and about that,” he said,
“for I think all thesa doclors aro
guessing most of the time.”

Judge Roan cautloned the witnoaz
to toll purely all he found !n his ex-
amination.

“I found in Mary Phagan's case’ ho
sald, ‘““that evan the particles finely
chewaed were not digested at all. ,1i-
gegtion had nol gone on to any extent
at the tline of death or unconsclous.
ness.’”

it was while he was attempting to
explain ono of his own theorles relat.
ing to this conditlon Dr. Harris was
{nterrupted by Mr. Rosser, who satd:
“You should not zive your opinion.

“ft was clear that this cabhbage hag
not entered tho smaller intestines.”
continued the witness, “which showed
that tho conients «f tho stomach had
not been pressed Into the intestines
at the time of death. )
| "Also the amount of gastrle julee in
|this case was less than would have
'gecurred In an hour in an ordinary
case. Hydrochloric acld forms at cer-
tain periods of digestlon, and had not
formed in this cane of Mary Phagan
Thera was no frco hydrochloric acid,
but there were 32 degrees of comblaed
hydrochloric acid.

Girl Dead In Forty Minutes.

“In this case, the combined hydro-
chioric was about the amount one
would stppoas to exist within thirty
or forty minutes, I have assumed that
tho girl, after she ate, was dead with-
{u that length of tlme—thirty or forty
minutes.

“Another nquestion is the pancreatls
juifce would make {ts appearance in
the stomach and intestines within that
period. It was absent tn this casoe.”

“Was fallure to digest cabbage due
to its condltlon?" asked the solicitor,

"No, the dlgestive fluid was there.”

“Was there any obstruction in tho
flow of tho stomach's contents?"

‘‘None,"

“Would a blow or struggle check the
process of digestion?”

‘"Yes."

“Had qigestion np the time of death
progressed favorably?'

“Yes. Her digestion was normal.”

“Dr. Harrls, wiil you plense give the
Jury somo idea of tho ppwer of mag-
nification your microscope projected
upon the stomach In your examina-
tion?"

"My mlaroscope is the fincst made.
It could hnve enlarged objects thou-
sands of timea'

“How did the satats of bread corre-
spond to the state of the cabbage?’

“Just the same.”

“Suppase {t had been chewed up on-
tirely, would that have had any ef-
foct?"

*“No; the effoot would have been the
same.”

At this point Attorney Arnold took
up the cross-examination,

“Whero did My, Dorsoy first talk to
you about this matter?” he asked.

“1 don't recall”

Aslced Hlin to Keep Silent,

“pPid Mr. Dorsey request you not to
mako the result of this examination
public?”

“Yes, sfr. T told him 1 would take
the case and go Into It thoroughly,
There was some suggestion of pol-
son, and I made an examination for
poison, but nono was found.”

“Couldn't a man be dying and all the
appearatico in this caso be produced
by putting n cord around his throat?"

“] think not.”

“A man might be dying from stran-
gulatlon for an hodr, mightn't he?”

“yest

“Having explained, doctor, that
death by strangulation was mors the
result of the body retalning polsons
than from the fatlure to got oxygen,
you still state ihat ls corroot, eh?"

‘.\'QSA"

“I1f breath was cut off complotely,
how long before a man would die?”

“No ono has ever been able to as-
certain definitely,” .

“You say your first Intentlon was

to examine Mary Phagan's body for
poison?’

“Yos." .

“What kind of polson?”

"Alcolnid.”

“What olse?”

“Strychnine or maorphlne.”

“Was there any arsenic in Ghees-
ling's embalming formula?’

Yo

Made the Oplum ‘'est,

“What test did you make for poi.
gon?"'

“The opium test.”

“pid you test for mercury?”

“Not directly.”

“Por what mineral poisons did you
test?”

»1 did not tast for mineral poisons.”

“DId you make the polson tests be-
foro you made the others?

“I mado them all at the same time,”

“In how many parts did you divide
the contests of the stomach?”

¢1 divided themn into all parts nec.
essary; 1 do not recolleot the exact
number.”

“How many tests dald you make?"

*4ix or eight in all, all of which
wore necessary.

* “What was the first test?

“To determine various quantities™

"\What was the second?”

“For hydrachlorie acid.”

‘“Jow do you measure hydrochlorle
acla?” ‘

“Ry degress

"“How many drops would 32 degrees
form?"

Dr. Harrls figured for several min-
utes on his notebook, multiplying, di-
viding, saying finallys

“About a drop and & halt”

Only Chemica] Acids,

“Wnat nrs the propsriles of free
acid?"

“Chemical acld only.”

*Ilydrochloric acld
property, lsn’® tit?”

“Very powerful.”

“I'he averago man has how many

’

is a powerful

degrees?” .
“pifiy-five or sixly degrees—threc
or four drops.” ..
“tWhat {3 the next juices of fm-

portance to tho digestive organs®

“Popsin.”

“flow much popsin should there be
\o correspond with 33 degrees hydro-
chilorig acld?"

“Unfortunptely wo have no accurate
way of dotormining the measurements
of popsin”

“Do difterent stomachs and glanas
produce varlous quantities of pepsin
angd hydrochloric acia?”

“Yes, thore has been
mont on tho subject.”

“\Whoro does ‘the pepsin come from
that we get at soda founts?”

“f'rom cowsd and animals.”

"It 1s puroly an animal substance,
then?"

"YQB."

“\What bscomes of the julces Inthe
bhody after death?”

oy evaporhte graduaily.”

“Embalining removes most of the
flulds, doenn’t I?'

"YOB." * ;

" Cotne From the Stomach,

“Gastric’ julces all come from the
stomnch, agn't they?”

“Yos' L :

“How long, doctor, is the small in-
testine 0t which you speak?’

much argu-

“Abouyt twenty-tive feet.”

3
doctor, nor make any stump speeches’’ l

“Did you find any of the cabbage in
Mary Phagan's body to have been
mulsified?”

"Yes, I've already explained that.”

“What were the proportionate parts
in her stomach?”

“Ninety per cent water, 10 per cent
s01d.”

“The (mportant constituents, then,
are in the solld, as the fluid amounts
to but lttle?”

“yest

“Is cabbage nourishing?

“About as much as any other vege-
table., No vegetable hns any great
ammount of nourlshment.”

“What gastrlc julce 18 created by
the mouth?*

“Saliva.”

“Is that a digestivpe property?’

“Yos.”

“What chemlcal properties are in
salfva?"

"It helps algest the starch that
Boes Into the stomach.”

Here Dr. Harrls becamo slightly 11,

AN, ut his request, was removed from
the stanag,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



