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LANFORD SILENT |
ONROSSER'S GARD

Detective Chief Says He Has
No Reply to Make to the
Charges of Counsel for Leo
M. Irank.

letter written
vesterday by Luther 7. Nosser, coun-
gel for Leo Frank, Detective Chief
Newport Lanford sald that he had no
reply to make to the charges and that
hereafter he intended to adopt a policy
of silence.

The chfef smiled frequently while
reading the attorney's statement, but
be positively declined to comment
on ft.

PFelliwingeg the publie

“Heneeforth,” he stated briefly, “it
will be the attitude of the detective
department  to avofd  publlicity. it

should have been done heretofore.”

Lanford declared that Rosser's card
I only an attempt to draw the detec-
tive chref into a newspaper contro-
versy, which he intended to avert,

M O &1 :II; a scheme—nothing else,”
he sold. “and 1 do not propose to be
raide aoyietim.”

The statement of Frank's counsel l9
a scathing arraigninent of Chief Lan-
ford and hts department for alicged
efforts to prove gullty a white man,
against whomn prejudice had been cra-
ated, through the "lying” gtorvier of a
negro, against whom all “legitimate”
suspicion ulready was dirccted.

It follows:

Mr, Hoaser's Statement,

Fditop Atlanta Constitution: Ielder
and Lanford, In an effort to make prog-
ress in thelr feud, c¢harge ecach other
with giving aid to Leo Frank. Lanford
chiarges that IFelder wax cmployed by
L'rank and Is secking for that rcason
to shield kint.  Felder charges Lanford
and  his associates arve also sceking,
for some reason, to shield and protect
Frar k. .

toth charges are untrue and, at a
time when no harm could come to an
tnnocent man, might well be treated
as antidotes to monotony.

Unfortunately, nowever, the present

situation is sl that falr-minded ctti-
zens may be misled by these counter
charvges, .

Felder does not, nor has he at any
time directly or inidirestly, yepresent-
cd ¥Frank. For Lanford to chorge the
contrary does I‘rank a serious [njus-
tice,

elder Agnlant 1rank,

If Chief Lanford had been in a sane,
normai mocd, he would have known
that every act of Ielder has been
against I'rank. ‘I'he ergagement of the
Burns agency ought to have satisfied
Lanford. No detective agency of half
prudence would have double-crosged
tho Atlanta department in the Phagan
case. Nor did VWelder have excuse for
suspicion against J.anford. Thoere was
reagcn (o suapect his fafrness, his ac-
curacy and the soundness of hls meth-
ods, but not his reckiess zcal against
Frank.

Had Felder Yven in a calm wmond 1
am surche would never have charged
the chifef and his assoclates with faten-
tion to help Irank.

Launford at once, as soon a9 Felder
charged hitn with favoring Frans, set.
tled in his mind the guiit of I'ranlk,
and from that moment has bent every
cnergy of his department, not in find-
ing the murderer, but in teying ‘o
prove to the publle that Felder was
wrong in charging him with trying te
shicld Frank.

Leo Frank's F'axt,

His department has exhausted itsel?
in an effort to fix upon Frank an im-
moral life, on the theory that a vio-
Jator of the seventh commandiment was
hkewise @ mplerer.  'nis effort has
“failed. No man in Atlanta has had hls
| mmoral character subjected to such a
test and there is not in the whale city
of Athanta a half dozen men who could
have more stuccessfuliy stoed the test.

His employees, without 2 single ex-
ception, have made affidavits to nsg up-
rightness. Lanford's department sub-
poznaed every one of them before the
coroner's jury, and after Keeping them
more than two days did not dare to
swear a single one of them.

Ilefore and after the coronet's ver-
dict this whole ecity has been combed
with a fine tooth  romb and a Hke
combing has been applicd to Broekiyn,
the city of his birth, to find something
ugainst his moral character, With
what resualt? the silence of the detect-
ive Jdepartment gives the answer,

“Drivel and Nonxense.”

Lanford's conduct in conncction with
“the woman IFormby and the negro Con-
ley shows that he was stung by Fel-
der’'s charge that he was  favoring
Frank, or that for gome other seascn
he was temporarity out of his head.

i He swallowed whole the statements
of this Formbiy woman, bearing upon
"tieir face the clear proof that they
Swere by no means to be believed,

" This woman wns not unknown to
iLanford. She daid not entrap him by
fappearing under the fulse of i truth-
iful, sober, virtuons woman. But s>
}absnrhed was he, clither in tiving to
rgisprove Felder’s enarge or In the {a0)-
ish pride of opinten, that he accepted
without doubt or failr Investigation the
“drivel and nonsinse of this woman,

S far beside himgelf dia he become
| that he had the Volly to furnish to the
papers, based upon this woman’s state-
‘ment, the theory that 'rank, duving
(the night of the murder, wishiny to rvid
hitnself of the body, was sceking to o
so in a room rented from this woman.

The folly and difticulties of the the-
ory did not dizturb  Lanford. ‘They
"would have disturbed anybody but Lan-
ford. His Insane desire to justify him-
self cleared the matter of all difficul.
}ch and follies.

Conley an Ignorant Negro,

1T the ease of the Formby woiman
[did not cluar Lanford of  IPelder's
~charge, that of the Conley negvo onght
to have done so. .
" Conley is a very ordinary, ignorant,
brutal negro, not unacauainted with
 the stookade. His actlons i1nunediately
after the crime werce susoleious,  So
much so that they attracted the atten-
tion of the omyployees of the factory
and occasioned general comment. In
spite of thesa fucts, Conley was not
taken lato custady untli sceveral days
after the crime, and not then until the
employees of the fuctory caugzht him:
susplefougly washiog o shirt and as a
resu*t reportod him to the welee.  Ha
wis not brought before the coroner's
jury, and practieally no notice was
taken of nine in that investigation. 5o
swiftly were Lanford and als assoctates
pursuing Frank that they ran over this
negro standing in thelr path with the
marks of guilt clearly upon him

Finally the pressure «f public sus.
plelon Dbrought this negro to Lan-
ford’'s attention. Conely began to
talk, and negro-like, to talk so as to
protect himself, and as a means therehy
to cast suspicfon upon someonc else,
Ordinarily the detectives could be trust-
ed not to ajd the negruv In an effort
to clear himselt by plaacing the crime
on a white man, but in thls case It is
to be feared that the negro was not
discouraged. Lanford had finally
banked all his sense, all his repula-
ton as a man and a policeman upon
Frank's guilt and it would be remark-
able It he discouraged this negro from
involving Frank. If Lanford and his
followers had. acted wisely and kept
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open minds seeking only the murderer
and not seeking to vindicate thefr an-
nounced opinions, the negro would
have by this time told the whole truth,

Conley made one , statement. It
dld not meet the announced opinonsg f
Lanford. He made another. I'his
sccond was not up to the mark; it did
not sufficiently show I'rank’s gullt,
Another was made, which was supposed
to be nearer the mark. Whereupon there
wuas great rejolcing. IPorgotting all
others, this last statement-—reached
through such great tribulations—was
proclaimed the truth, the last truth,
and that there would be no other state-
ment,

The detectives had at last got the
stitement which  they  thought sus-
tained thelr views, saved thelr reputa-
tions and insured their places,

IFull of Contradictions,

But what a statement! So full of
contradictions, so evidently made for
welf-protection and wherein was so
casily apparent the gulding hand of
detective. If Lanford meant to be
Salr, If he was only seceking the truth,
why did he rush into print with the
assertion that this statement was the
truth and therefore of necessity the
last? Might he not {n decency have
left this negro to his own will, unbi-
ased by the opinion that the statement
wag true angd the Jast to be glven?
Who knows but that this negro might
have given numerous other statements
if he had not been so heavily handi-
capped by Lanford's opinion?

The truth §s, this negro ig not to
give any cther or farther statement
If the detective department can pre-
vent, unless made under their super-
vision and direction. e must, at all
times, be under the influcnce and con-
trol of Lanford. He must have Lan-
ford's sucking bottle at all times to
his lips, sucking Lanford's views and
itheories of this case, The ragged
iplaces in hig statement must be darned,
the torn places patched, and no one but
the detective  department  could be
(trusted to do that.

‘Thinks Conley Gullty,

No one has been rude enough to bring
this negro before the grand jury, nor,
rindeed, to make any charge against
Chim,

After the statement of this negro
and in view of all the evidence which
s0 strongly points to him as the slay-
"er of little Mary Phagan, is the grand
jury to leave him without charge or’
"jpvestigation to be wet-nursed by Lan-
(ford until Frank's trial?

Or is it the purpose to keep the ne-
Igro's case from the grand jury in the
‘nature of an offered reward to spur
him on to swear his worst against the
iwhite man?

Would it not be just and decent t¢
‘\br]ng this negro's case hefore the
cgrand jury and let that body hear his
confession, so that il can then decide
whether the negro should then be in-
dicted? .

In the shadow of this great crime
let there be no thimble-rvigging; lot
no single fact be concealed; let no
man's place or reputation stand in the
sway of the fullest, fairest investiga-
tion,

Respectfully,

(Signed) LUTHER Z. ROSSER.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



