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| Hugh Dorsey’s Great Speech

Feature of the Frank Trial

By Sidney Ormond.

The Frank trial A& matter oI niye
tory, Sollcitor Hugh Dorgey and his
wonderful speech, which brought the
cage to a cloge, form the subject mat-
ter for countless discussions among
all clagses of folk in ail sorts of placea
--on the street corners, in clubs, DeWs:
paper officea, at the courthouse and
wherever {wo fawyers chanco to got
together for an exchange of words.

Deyond all doubt, Hugh Dorsey is
the most talked-of man in the siate
of Georgla today. The widespread in-
terest in tho Frank case caused all
eyes from Rabun Gap to Tybeo Light
to be centered on this young man,
who, up to a fow months ago, Was 1t
tle heard of outside of the county of
Fulton,

The Frank case has been to Atlan.
ta and the state—in fact, severnl ad-
jacent states—what the Becker case
was to New York and the country-at
large. :
Made Thorough
Probe.

When Rosenthal was killed by a
gang of gunmen at the Hotel Metro-
pole, District Attorney Whitman was
unheard of outsido of New York. To-
day hie is a national figure. The same
thing holds true of Hugh Dorgey in
a lesser degree.

Incidentally, there is another point
of comparison. When Rosenthal was
murdered, Whitman plunged inlo the
cnse and personally directed the .n-
vestigatlon which led up to the arrest
and subscquent conviction of the mur-
derers. No one critieised him for his
activity in tho case. Hugh Dorsoy
qid the same thing, Tho Frank caso
was one of far too much importance
to be bungled, It was worthy of the
bost efforts of -every court officlal
sworn to uphold the enfew-sment of the
law. The city was in a state of montal
stress, Lines were closely drawn, It
was no time for mistakes of judgment,
Dorscy knew thia, He felt the rospon-
sihility of his position and ho entored
into the work of clearing up the awful
mystery with but one end in view—
that justice should provail, Unlike
Whitman, he met criticism in some
quarters—na critlcism which was un-
merited, He dld what-ho felt to be
his duty, that and nothing moro; and
it I8 certain that, ‘had he folt Frank
tnnocent, ho never would have sought
his Indictment by the grand jury.

During the progress of tho Frank
tria} n close fricnd,of the unfortunate
young man sald, in a tono that ex-
pressed some surprise: ’

#l actually belleve Hugh
thinks Frank guilty.”

Thought Him
Guilty. ,

And he was right.  Anyono who
knows 1lugh Dorsey has never for one
fnstant doubted that all along he has
been firmly convinced of Frank's
guilt. Hugh Dorsey §s no head-hunt-
er—no savage thirsting for the blood
of {ntiocent men. 1o I8 human, with

Dorsey

human sympathies—tender as a wom-
an at tfmes, but stern as a Spartan
whon duty calls,

It. was the call of duty that caused
him to prohe the murder of little Mary
Phagan; it was tho same cail which
caused him to prosccute the man he
thought guilty qf the murder.

Don‘t think for onc instant that
Hugh Dorsey did not suffer during the
progress of tho trial,  Ho suffered as
soldom a man is called upon to suf-
fer. It is hard onough to call upon
a jury to convict a man of murder;
it 18 doubly hard to do 80 in the pres;
ence of the man's wite and mother,
During the last half hour of his speech
it was nothing short of torture for
him ‘to face these falthful, devoled
women and ask that the law which
condemus men to death bho fnvoked.

\When ho sald afterward that ho folt
for the wife and mother he meant
overy word., He Is not a man glven
to the parade of emotfon—men who
fcel deeply seldom are,

But back to the trial of the case.
if it is given to one to view the caso
without prejudice—and thero are
many such in Atlanta—the heroie task
which Hugh Dorsey had before him is
apparent, .

I*irst, Lauther Rosser was employed.
Then Rube Arnold ontered the lists
for tho defense. No more formfidable
array of legal counsel could have been
found in the south. Extremes in
method, mauner and temperament,
equally well versed in the law and
oxperienced in its practico, they
formed 8 bulwark thay few mon would
care to attack. o .

-The knowhig ones safdi .

“Well, Hugh Dorsoy will get his.
They'll chew him up and spit him
out!".

DId they? Not go you could notice
ft, Ior once Luther Rosser met his
match, For once Rube Arnold
crogsed swords with a man who
caused him to break ground, -
Fought Them .

Every Step.

They tried all sorts of tactics. They
used sareasm; thoy fnterrupted, they
hammered and they hauled, but {t was
to no purpose. Dorgey met them at
overy turn, countering here, slamming
heads thero,. He fought them any
fashion they pleased to try.

But his speech was the thing that
proved him master, It was a master-
plece. No such speech has over baen
heard In the Fulton county cburthouse,
and the words are moasured ag they
are written. It was, as Burton Smith
expressed it, worthy of Bob Toombs
in the first-flush ot vigorous manhood.
1t was clenn-cut, convinelng, forceful,
1t carried conviction with every sen.
tence. It proved, {f proof wore need-
ed, that Hugh Dorsey {8 a lawyer of
whom any man need have fear. The
speech will Hve long in the momory of
those who heard it, no matter what
opinfon may be entertained of the
guilt or innocence of I.co M, Frank.
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