GRAND JURY MEETSTO INDICT CONLEY
WILLIAM M SMITH

The Atlanta Constitution (1881-2001); Jul 19, 1913;

ProQuest Historical Newspapers Atlanta Constitution (1868 - 1945)

CRAND JURY MEETS
T0 INDICT CONLEY

Call Is Issued After Solicitor
General Hugh Dorsey Had
Flatly Refused Request of
Fore;man.

-_— |
A ecall for the Fulton grand jury to
meet at 10 o'clock Monday to take
Bteps Jeading (o the Indictment of
dnmes Caonley, the negro sweoper of
the National Pencil (actory who ace
leuses Leo M. Frank, Hs superintond-
ent, of the Mary Phagan murder, was
}'5‘""’-“ yesterday by [Foroman W. D,
Beatle, after Solicitor Ceneral Hugh
‘M. Dorsey hund fidtly refused the fore.
man’s request to call the tneoting.

“The move to indiet Conley Is wrong
und should not be made," tho sollcitor
told the grand Jjury foroman when
discussing the mattor whth him, and
the eall which went ont was over the
head of the state's legal represont-
‘atlve i Fulton county,
| Smith At{ncks Aetlon, _
representative of Conley, doclared In
o statement which nho issued Friday
‘afternoon that the indlotment of Con-
ley would probably follow tho meeting,
jand he also attacked the members of
the grand jury for thelr action in
taking this move ngaingt the advice of
the solfoitor,

Bolfcitor Dorsey issued the following
siatement in regard to the meooting:

“Its only purpose will bo to oxplolt

the evidenco and embidrrass tho siale,
and T hopo the grand jury whon it
,meets will docide Lo leave the mattor
|mrme.
‘ “The Indictmont of Conloy at this
time wiil ho a uscloss procedure that
will not stop the trial of Frank., Tt
will only have a mitd but undesirable
‘offcct on the statle's case.

“Comley s in Jall and la golng in
stay thore for some timo, Ifo I3 whoro |
'the authorities ean put their hinds on:
him, and he c¢sn bo Indicted tuch
mora praperly after the Frank case
'has heoy dlsposed of than before, and
by Lhe deluy there is no danger of a
' miscarrlage of Justice.” T
‘ Wil Ald the Defeounac, |

Should Conloy he indicted 1t is pos
ftive that tho solleltor will not allow
him to go to trial before the final
‘Gisposition of the Frank case, which
1g set for trinl Monday weok, hut the'
atlorneys who represent Irank would
probably get hefore the court the faet
tha't Conley !s under indletment for
the erlmo tor which thoy will bo de-
fending ranlkt., This and the fact
thnt it will appear to tho jury that
Conloy in swearing against Frank will
Yo influenced to u groater or lesser!
dogree hy a desire to save his own
noek, would greatly atd the defense,

When the grand jury meets Monday
to take up the investigation of Con-
ley 3t will bo Lhe first time In the
history of the county ‘that a granl
jury has gono directiy against the ad-
vica of the solloitor who is pald by
the state as their legal adviser.
*Sollcllor. Poreey will also Lo com-
‘pelled to produce what evidenco he
has In the case should the grand
furors request such actlon,

; Aftorney Smith's Stntement,

‘Phe statemont, as Isspued by Atlor.
ney' Smith on hol:ult of. Conley, Is us

flows: coc
to"I notlce Foreman Beatlo has called
the grand jury to meot Monday. Wheon
thoy meol I ‘woulds ltke for them to
first fnvestigato  the movement that
geems to havo stirred thelr onthusiasm,
1 wigh the press could nfford Lo publish
what I have the nerve to say about
this latest move, . .

“If thoy mooi, I do.not doubt they

will tndiet Jim all right, I they get,
ap inspiration onough to run over
the siate's sworn counscél in gétting to-
gether they can seo thelr way to In-
alet. ’ :
“ulfm Conley has beon dealing fafrly
withi tho state of Ueorgfa. His story
has heen an open hook to the sworn,
trusted prosecuting officors of Lhig
state. He Is not skulking coward-
like bohind tho protection of fron bars,
sior have his 1ips beén sealed with
tomb-Uke silence, until ho can- spring
suddenly in a court, a well-prepared
statoment, which the stale has no op-
portunity to investigate and disprove,
Contoey allows himaelt grilled, eross.
examined and unceasingly questioned
by the ropresentatives of the state. Ho
fs talking and talking now.  Conloy
gaye Lo the stale  of Qeorgln, here is
my story, . Investigate it slft it, and
prove it a llo, It you cah,”

“What more could the grand fury
ask? . Conley s gliving lhe slate a
square deal; Conley s romaining a
voluniary prisoner, and no honeat clit-
fzen doubtg that he will be held to
account for his part fn this terrible
tragedy. ’
: lletier Leave Him Alone,

“It the grand Jjury do not waut to
please I'rank and his friends, if they
do not want to help clear I'rank, lheyl
had bettor lcave this alone, for tho
present, The good people of thia connly,
elected Hugh Dorsoy ns the solicitor|
goneral, Under the law, this makes
him the logal adviser of the grand
Jury.  There {8 not a business man on
the grand jury thut doos not follow n
s own aftdirs the advice of the law.
yor of charactor and ablifty, to whom
ho goes for coupsol, Let the grand
Jury do with the publio business, what
they would do with thely own matiers,
dollow .the ardvjee of Lho sworn repre-
sontalive of the good peoplo of thla
county, .

“Does tho grand jury think their Je-
gal Jjudgment or thelr porsonal integ-
rity above that of our solleftor general,
or do they dounbt tho professional or
private  characler of Hugh Doraey?
T™he peopie of this counly know that
Dorgey is straight: that in this cuse
he 1s fighting brains, money and in.'
tivonce, I know that he I8 standing |
by what he thinks right, and with con-
stunt threats thrown at him that they
will defeat him at lhe next election
and  with overy hundlcup thrown in
h'a way fn tho. discharge of hia duty
tn prosccuting n whito man who hag
wealth and influence, it Is tho su-
prema tost of a man's good character,
and 1 glory in the fact that Hugh Dor-
soy hng those ign and honorablo tralia
of his good father and mothor that on-
ables him to know the right, and,
Kknowing tho rigit, to dare to do it
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