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Sensational Affidavit Made
for the Police by Minola
McKnight, Servant,in Leo
Frank’s Home.

Fully as startling as the recent con-
fession of James Conley, an affidavit
purporting to have heen sworn to by
Minola McKnight, the servant girl of
the Frank houschold, was given out to
{h«: newapapersg yesterduy afternvon by
“nlel fanford. The detectives assert
it {s the “final straw’ in the snass of
evidence they boast o4 having accumu-
lated.

Attesting to a s\atement that Frank
was nervous and excited on the trag-
edy night, the negress swcars Mrs.
Frank told of having to sleep on a rug
in the bedroom and of hor suspicion

¥ that her husband was drunk. The
Bérvant glr{ also declareg that Mrs.
Frank had stated that Frank asked for

a gun with which to klll himself, and

that he asked: “Why could I be
gullty of murder?”
The affidavit further states that

Frank arrived home on the crimne date
about 1:30 o'clock in. the afternoon,
and, without eating dinner, left within
less than ten minutes He returned at
7 o'clock at night, the negress swears.
Also, she declares that her name was |
attached to the document of her own
free will and accord, and that she was|
not threatened or persuaded in any
form.
Stands Sponsor for Woman.

She wag released from prison on’an
agreement between  her  counse),
George Gorden, and  Chief Lantord.
Gordun offered to produce her at the
trial, the deteetive chief declares, ir
she would be given freedom, and
would stand snonsor for her presence.
As long as she reports daily to police
hesdquarters and shows no inclination
I to feave, Lanford says, she will not be
"molested.  Otherwlise, she will be re-
"turned to prison and held until the
‘Cuurts titke up the caxe.

Attorney Willlum M, Smith, counsel
for James Conley, the negro sweeoper,
was asked Wednesday afternoon if he
had formulated the line of defense to
he presented by hig cllent in case Con-
1oy, was accuged by krank's defense of
}thv murder, iy iy the present outlook.
. e answered:

“Contey will need no defense By
the time he is accused, If he Is, Frank
will have been cunvicted of the crime.”

It was announced from Solicitor Dor-
| BEY's office Wednesday that the Pha-
, gan case will go before the courts
during the week of Junc 30 instead of
‘the 234, as has been predicted. No
definite decision has becn roached,

however, It 18 understood that Dor-
sey wlill be ready for the prosecution
at the later date, and that unless there
are reasons for delay on the part of
the defense, ‘the case will proceed ex-
peditiously. .

The servant girl's affidavit ‘follows
in full:

State of Georgia, County of Fulton:
Personally appeared before me, a no-
tary publlc in and for the ahove state
and county, Minola McKnight, who
ilves ip the rear of 351 Pulllam street,
Atlanta, Ga., who, being duly sworn,
deposes and says:

Saturday morning, Aprl) 26, 1913, Mr,
Frank left home about 8 o'clock, and
Albert, my husband, was there Satur-
duay, too; Albert got there, 1 gucss.!
about a quarter after 1, an was there;
when Mr. Frank come for dinner,
which was about half-past ane, but Mr.
Frank'did not eat any dinner and he!
1¢ft in about ten minutes after he got,
there. H

Mr, Frank came back to the house
at 7 o'clock that night, and Albert was
there when he got there.® Albert had
gone home that evening, but he come
back, but I don't knew what time he
got there, but he come some tlme be-
fore Mr. Frank daiq, and Mr. Frank
eat supper that night about 7 ¢'clock,
and when I left about 8 o'clock 1 left
Mr. Frank there.

Sunday morning I got there about 8
o‘clock, and there was an automobile
standing in front of the hause, but I
~didn’t pay ‘any attention to It, but I
saw a man in the automobile get-a
bucket of water and pour into it. Miss
Lucile (Mr. Frank's: wife), was down-
stairs, and Mr. and Mrs, Sellg were up-
stafrs. Albert was there Sunday morn-
ing, but I don't remembher what time
he got there. When I called them
down to breakfast about half-past
elghit I found that Mr. IFrank was gane.
Mr, and Mrs. Scllg eat breakfast and
Miss Lucile didn’t eat until Mr, [Frank
come back and they eat breakfast to-
gether, 1 dldn't hear them say any-
thing at the breakfast table, but after
dinner I understood them to say that
a girl and Mr Frank were caught at
the office Saturday.

I don't know who sald it, but Miss
Luctle and Mr, and Mrs. Sellg and ar.
Frank were standing there talking
after dinner. I didn’'t Know the girl
was killed until Monday evening. [
understood them to say it was a Jew:
girl, and 1 asked Miss Luclle, ard shcf
sald 1t was a Gentlle.

Franlk Sald It Was Bad.

On Tuesday Mr. Frank says to me:|
“It 1s mighty bad, Minola. [ might,
have to go to jail about this girl, and 1
don't know anything about it.”

1 heard Mrs. Rauzin, Mrs. Frank’'s.
sister, tell Miss Lucile that it was,
mighty bad, and Miss Lucile sald, “Yes, |
it Is. I am golng to get after her,
about 1t” 1 don't know whal they'
were talking about,

Sunday Miss Lucile satd to Mrs. Sellg ;
that. Mr. Frank didn't sleep g0 good!
Caturday night. She sald  he wasi
drunk and wouldn’t fet her slecp with !
him, and she safd she slept on the
floor on the rug by the bed because !
he wag drinking.  Miss Luclle said |
Sunday ‘that Mr. I'rank told her Satur-,
day night that he was in trouble; that
he dldn't  know the reason  why .e
wonig murder, and he told his wife to
get his pistol and let him kill him-|
self. 1 heard Miss Luclie say that to!
Mrg, Sellg. It got away with Mrs. Selig
mighty bad; she didn't know what td,
think.” I haven't heard .iss Luctle say
whether she believed it or not, Tdon't
know why Mrs. Frank didn't come loi
her husband, but it was a pretty
good while before she come to see him, |
mayhe two weeks, She would tell me,
“Wasn't it mighty bad that he was
teeked up?”’ and she sald: “Minol:
don't know what I am going to do.”

Told Her to arind,

When I left home to go to the so-.
Hetor general's office, they told me
to mingd what I satd. They paid me
$3.50 a week, but last week she paid
me $4, and one weeg she pafd me
$6.50. Dut at the time of this murder |
I was getting $3.50 a week, and the

Bee

weel right after the mntrder [ don’t
remember how much  they paid me.

The next week $4, and tite next wecki
$4. One week Mrs, Sellg gave me 35,
but it was not for my work, and they
didn’t tell what it was for. They just
sald, "Ifers 18 $5, Minola,” but of
course 1 understord what they meant,
but they didn't tell me anything at
the time. 1 undersiood it was a tip
tor me o keep quiet. They would teil
me o mind how I talked, and Miss
Lucile would sive me a hat
Question: “Was that the reason you!
atdn’t tell the solicitor yesterday all]
about this—that Miss Luclle and thei
¢thers had told you not to say any-
thing about what had happened out

there?" i
"Yes, sir.”
Question: “Is that true?”
“Yes, sir.”
Question: “And that g the reason

why you would rather have been lock-
ed up last night than telt this?”
“Yes, sir.”
Question: "Hag Mr. Plckett or Mr.
Cravens, or Mr. campbell, or myself
(Detective Starnes, evidently), infhi-

enced you in any way or threatened
you in any way to make this state-
ment?”’

“No, sir.”

Question: “You make {t of your own
free will and accord, In their presence
and the presence of Mr, Gordon, your
attorney?" :

"“Yes, sir.” ~

Signedd MINOLA MWERKNIGHT,

Sworn to and subscrilicd before e,
this third day of June, 1913

(Slzned) . C. FEBUALY.
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