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FRANK NOT QULTY
OF PHAGAN MURDER
~ DECLARES ARNOLD

Pr8minent “Atlanta Lawyer
Engaged to Aid in Defense
of Pencil Factory Superin-
tendent.

NO WHITE MAN KILLED
GIRL, ASSERTS LAWYER

Formby and Conley State-
ments Should Not Be Given
Credence So Far as They
Tend to Incriminate Frank,
He Says. -*

Reuben R Arnold, perhaps the best-
known attorney in Georgla, has been
engaged to ald the defense of Leo M
Frank, the suspected peneil factory
superintendent, In the Mary Phagan
mystery. This announcement . was
tmade from hig office ‘yesterday after-
noon.

In a statement that was furnished
each of the newspapers, Mr. Arnold
attacks the detectives for their con-
tinued efforts to lay the Phagan mui-
der at hls client's door. He hoots at
the credence which he says has been
placed in Conley's story and th the
sensational affidavit sworn by Mima
Formby.

Asserting his anticipation of clari-
fying the situation in due time, Mr.
Arnoeld says that in the evidence the
prosecution holds againgt Frank there
{s no room whatever in which to be-
lieve him guilty, and that no white
man committed the crime,

Injustice, Snys Arnold,

e deplores allieged injustice done
the suspected superintendent by re-
poris circulated to the effect that
Frank's friends had persuaded the
Formby woman to leave town and by
many other false rumors dellborately
set before the public, he declares.

His statement follows:

“It is true that 1 have accepted
employment to assist in the defense
of Mr. Leo M. Frank, but I wish to
state that before Iagreed to take the
case, I made it a conditlon that I
should have time to study critically all
the evidence delivered at the coroner's
inquest and all the affidavits that
have reached the public through the
newspapers, so I could form an opin-
fon for myself as to Frank's Inno-
cence or guilt, I would not defend
any man if guilty of such a murder
as the one in this case.

“After studying the evidence as
critically as I can, I am satisfied that
I hazard not a thing in saying that
there is no room to _pelleve Mr.
Frank guilty of this horrible mafrder.
‘T do not believe that any white man
committed the crime.

“Indeed, it is surprising to me that
the detectives should continue to try
to put this erime on Frank with the
positively ineriminating affidavits ot
Conley before them. Yeople of com-
mon sense, unless under great exelte-
ment, ought not to give a moment's
credence to cither the ¥ormby or
Conley statements in so far as they
attempt to incriminate Mr. Frank.

“I see the detectives are gradually
glving {t out that Mrs. Formby will
not be called as a witness, although
her affidaivit has been paraded be-
fore the public, bearing the unquali-
fied indorsement of the detective de-
pargment as belng perfectly rellable
and-true. Worse than this, an intima-
tion was published in the newspapers
that Frank’'s frlends had persuaded
her to leave town, In this and in
‘many other ways our client has been
done & very great Injustice. The ef-
fort scems to have heen not to Iind
the’ criminal, but to try by all means
to put the orime on Frank.

“However, I think we will be able
to clarify the situation In due time.”
: Trial Wit Ue in July,

Indicatlons at present are that the
trial of Leo M. Frank for the murder
of Mary Phagan ‘will be held not on
June 30, as proviously indicated, but
on either July 14 or 28.

Solicitor Hugh Dorsey is out of town
and . is oxpected to return some time
today. " It ‘remains for him to set the
date of the trial, and then there is a
probability thnt the defense will ask
for.a postponement,

It is understood that the jail will
not bhe - cleared of those waiting for
trial by June 30, and it g hurdly
probable that the state would enter
into a long trial before clearing the
jail as murh as possible of short cases.

The fact that Judge L. . Roan, who,
by special appointment, presides over
the criminal division of the Ifulton
superlor court, will not have to hold
court in ths Stone Mountain circuit
during either the: week of July 14 or
July 28, makes it possible that the
trial will be set for this date.
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