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?}‘MNK ENDS STATEMENT AFTER TESTIFYING FOUR
|‘ “Silent Man in Tower’’ Tells His Story to Men Who Will Decide His F ate I “'VETOLD THEWHOLE TRUTH"
| ' SAYS PRISONER CONCLUDING

DRAMATICSTORYTO THEJURY

Discussing Much-Fought-Over Point of His
Alleged Nervousness on the Morning of the
Murder, Superintendent Admits It Freely,.

Two poses of Leo M,
Frank on  the witness
stand on Monday after-
noon telling his storv to
tie Jury.  In one picture
he is shown with his notes
in, his hand.
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Frank on the stand was
cool, perfectly poised and
at all times the master of
himself. e showed no
trace ol nervousness. ke
looked the jury squarely in
the face. Tle was at times
explieit when explaining
the details of his business,
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?3,‘::‘"2? nttlllnti:m‘és “tllx(aré tl?zllld Declaring That Any Man in His Place Would
looked dark for aim, elo- Have Been Similarly Affected—Speaks Bit-
quent as he concluded. )
> P terly of His Treatment by Members of De-

tective Force, and Says That One Reason
Why He Would Not Consent to Meet Conley

Was That the Officers Would Have Distorted
! Hisa Warda
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MOTHER AND WIFE OF DLFENDANT |
EMBRACE HIM WHEN HE LEAVES STAND
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4 NN Y 7 -~ | —— Declares Story of Conley Was a. Lie From Begin-
3 B W B ning to End, and Denies Charge of Miss
Jackson That He Ever Locked Into Dressing
Room of Girl Employees—-He Tells of Mary
Phagan Coming to Office to Get Her Pay
‘Envelope Shortly After Noon on April 26.
Says That He Gave Detactives Clue That
Conley Could Write, Which Led to Arrest
of Negro Sweeper—No Fund Raised for
His Defense, He Asserts.

.lJ- '

“Some, ‘newép‘aper man has calted me ‘The Sileng Mau in ‘the Tower.
Gentlemen, this i{s the time and here is the jlace! 1 have told you the
truth, thé whole truth and nothing it the trutl:!” '

Thus did Leo M. iFrank dramatically concluide his remarkable statement
of- nearly .four hours, during which thne he wes in turn explicit as to detail
of his doings oh the day of the murder, argumentative when explaining
somo point which had looked dark for him, tender when referring to his
wito and his home life, bitter when he told of the treatment he had received
at the hands of the detective departtnent.

It 'was in all essentials the most remarkasle statement which has ever
been delivered in a courtroom in the south. 'hrough the four hours that
he was talking there was not the slightest trace of nervousness, not a
tremor of the hands, even when conveylng a glags of water to his lips. He
was perfectly poised, convincingly clear in his statements, the man unafraid.

When he concluded a hush fell over tli: courtroom. His wife and
mather, who had been hanging on his every v:ord, fell forward on his neck
aud the pent-up’ tears flowed freely.

The statement carried the ring of truth 1 every sentence, and scores
in the room whose minds had not been mad: up left the room convinced
of the man’s innocence, .

FRANK" THE
MASTER OF HIMSELF.

Shortly before court convened for the ulternoon session Frank was
chatting with his wife and some friends in Lhe ante-room. He had just
had his throat treated for an extremely dad .:old which he contracted some
dnys ago. With this exception he stated to : newspaper tman that he was
 feoling fine—that he felt no nervousness, and :hat he expected to be on the
stand fully three hours.

Shortly after 2 o'clock Irank took the stand. The courtroom was
packed. Scores of friends who have stood by him in his dark days of
confinement clustered near. His devoted mo her and his faithful wife, her
sisters and cousins, sat where they could sec him clearly,

He began his statement with a swift accoint of his life and then hurried
forward to the events of the fatal day when Mary Phagaun entered the oifice
of the Natlona! Pencil company for the last “ime.

He told in detail of his movements and .ctivities that day. From time
to tlmo ho referred to the financial stutement and to various papers on
which he says ho worked that day. These papers he went over carefully,
ftera by item, figure by figure. He stood faciag the jury and talked to them
very much as if he were addressing a boarl of directors before whom he
was presenting some proposition demanding cxplanation.

For some two hours he dwell on the technical details of the factory to
show just how much time it would have taken him to make up the financial
statement, and he explained in minute fashion the source from which each
item was derlved.

LOST SIGHT OF
MARY PHAGAN,

He told of little Mary Phagan entering bis office 10 receive her pay, of
her going out and then returning to inquire if the metal had come. As she
loft: for the lJast time he spoke of having heard what he thought was a
woman's voice, but of this he sald he could not be positive,

Ho visualized for the jury his work of {1t afternoon and of his lri}) to
and from home; of how he spent Saturday evening,

Of tho early Torning ride o the undertaking establishment ana of
his alleged nervousness ho sald: _

“A good deal has been safd of my nervousness that morning. 1 admit
{t. 1 was nervous, Think of it, gentlemen 1 was awakened at an early
hour, ruched downtown in an automobile going at top speed. 1 had bhad no
breakfast. I witnegsed this poor child--ths young girl in the first flugh
of, womanheod—dead and- mutilated. = Gentlamen, the sight was enough to
moke.any nl'ah"n'or\'pus[ It would have touched any man not mado of stone.”

Frank then told of his vislt to the dotective department and of his
second visit to the undertaking cstabllshment that afternoon.

Of his experience with the Atlanta detective department he spoke with
a trace of bitterness, L :

He described tho manner in which hie says John Black adminjstered the
third dogree to Newt l.ee. - He said the manner in which he shrieked at
aird cursed tho. negro was gomething awful.

Of the cl:lllclsm'.l,hnl' he would not talk: to deteetives or to Conley, he
said: ) . )
~ "My experience with them showed me that they would put words in
my mouth and distort what I really said until it-Lecame unrecognizable,
At firat 1 answered all questions gladly, but finally 1 doclded to wash my
hands of tliem.,”

"He told of # visit John Black ang Harry, Scott had pald him,
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" *“The Pinkertons are suspiclous of that man Darley,’ Black said. ‘Now,
apen up—tell us what you know,” Frank sald,

“l told them that Darloy was the soul of homor, apd thereupon they
feft in disgust.”

Frank branded as a lie the statement that women had ever visited him,
He denled that he had seen Conley on the day of the murder. He told of
how he was the firat man (o prove that Conley could write, He denied all
knowledge of Dalton or ever having scen him. He said he had no rich
relatives in Brooklyn, and denied there was any fund rafsed for his defense.
The money for thls purpose, he sald, was ' secured by mortgaging hia
parents’ property.

He wound up with the dramatic statement quoted at the beglnning of
this article, and fmmediately was on his way back to the Tower.
MANY CHARACTER
WITNESSES.

Many character witnesses were called at the morning session, all of
whom testified to Frank’s good character. A large part of the forecnoon was

taken up In cnumerating the various cxhibits which the defense wanted
to introduce,
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