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T0 CONCEAL BoDY
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Detective Chief Forms New
Theory as to Reason Why
Prisoner Is Said to Have
Phoned Mrs. Formby. ‘

HER DISAPPEARANCE \
PUZZLING TO OFFICERS

Lanford Says He Will Find
Her in Time for Trial, But
Does Not Know Where She
Is Now.

That Leo M. Frank telephoned Mrs.
Formby on the night of Mary Pha-
gan's murder for a room to which he
would be able to remove the vietim's
hody and thereby lessen susplolon
agatnat himeelf, is the theery on which
Chic¢f Newport Lanford is basing a
search for Mrs. Formby, which 18 ex-
tending over the entlre south.

She mysteriously disappeared several
days ago. Efforts to locate her have
heen futile, The entire detective de-
partment la puzzled. The Pinkertons
are mystified. Iler whercahouts 18 a
matter that interests detectives and
the Pinkertons.

Mrs. Formby, In a recent lntonlc-\
to a reporter for The Constitution, told
him that she had been made several)
ofters of money to leave Atlanta until!
the Mary Phagan trial had been com-
pleted. She also openly announced that:
within a short while she intended leav-
ing the eity for New Meoxico, in which
state she sald she intended to live.

Chlef Determined to Find Her.

Chlof Lanford says, however, that he
will produce her at the trial of Leo M.
Frank, and that she will be an fm-
portant witness. He admits, thouyh,
even with this announcement, that he
has not yet been able to find her. '

“\We were able to find the glirl's mUr-f
derer,” says the chief, “and surely we
will be able to locate Mrs. Formby." |

His theory is that the suspected su-
perintendent, after deliberating over
the crime the chief nccuses him of
having committed, communicated over .
the wlephonc with Mrs. Formby to ob-
taln a room to which he could remove
the bhody, therohy lessening the sus
picion which would likely cling to him-
self If tho corpse remained In the fac-
tory basement.

Carried Notes to Basement.

Chiet Lanford's theory is that the
superintendent, after Conley had de-
parted from the pencil plant, carried
the notes to the basement, where the
body had been placed. Tho staple waa |
wrenched from the back door so that
in case a cab or other conveyance;
which might drive up the runway in!
rear of the building could back up to
the door to receive its ghastly freight. |

Iie believes that Frank, when ne |
discovered he could not obtain a room
at Mrs. Formbys, the only woman hel
could trust, dared not communicate !
with any other place, 5o he went to his,

home. leaving the body in the hase-'
|

ment.

That Is the chief's theory ay outlined
10 a reporter for The Constitution Sun-
day afternoon. It will be remembered.
that Conley, in his confe -ssfon to havs
ing helped the superintendent remove
the body to the cellar, declared he dm
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not sew Frank take the n 8 from hisg
desk In the office on the sccond floor,
and that he knew nothing of the stapla
being extracted from the rear door.

Mrs. Formby several days ago stated
to a Constitution reporcter that IFrank
had told her over the telephone that
night that tt was a matter of life or
death, and that i€ she did not rent himn
A roomn in her place, she was lable to
be killea.

Corroboration  of  Mrs,  Formby's
story  of the f{elephona messages fis
hinted by Lanford, who told the re-
porter Sunday afternoon that the teln-
phone operators who testifieqd hefore
the grand jury on the Friday of Ity
wesston ware “helieved” to have told
af overhicaring Fraok's communifcation
with the Formby woman,

Lanford Attneky Mangum,

Chief Lanford, fn a talk with The
Constitution Sunday  afternoon, raps
Shertff C. Wheeler Mangum for his at-
titude in preventing the detoctives from
confronting Fraunk with the negro Con-
ley, and s remarkable  admission.
The detective declares that Mangum s
playing politles, and in an cifort to re-
main in the office of sherlff s catering
to frirnds of his prisoner by refusing
to admit the sleuths to the suspect's
cell

WL Not fteveal Names.

He will not reveal the names of the
operators, and will not state positively
the nature of thelr evidence, except
that the tell of certain teiephonts
conununiciation alleged to have heen
held by the suspected pencll factory
oficial during the night of the Mary
Phazan tragedy,

James tonley, the negro sweeper,
apparently  feels safer in the pollee
headquarter's prison than he did in
the Tower. Chief Lanford says that it
was at the negro’s request that he was
remoaved ta the station tiouse.  At-
tempts were made, the ehiof declares,
to intimidate the Jmprisoned sweeper.

“This iteelf, gays the chief, vis
ovidence of Sheriff Mangum's par-
tiality. Ife should have allowed no
ons to see the negro, Inasmuch as he
kept everyono from Frank except his
friends,  Conley never asked tn seo
any of those folks who came to his
cell and threatened hhim, It's outrage-
nus, that's all I ean say about it. A
new reghme s necded,  DPolltics and the
sheriff’s administration can't go hund
in hand.'”

Conley has made no new confession,
Lanford and his men say they do not
expect angthing more from him than
tho story that has already been told.
Sollcitor Dorsey even s sald to have
expressed the same opinion. That the
'sweeper s telling the unadulterated
truth s the opinton of headquarters
‘detectives and  Superintendent Hwury
&ceott, of the Pinkertons.
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