Dorsey CallsC. W. Burke And Other Investigators For Leo Frank to Court
The Atlanta Constitution; May 3, 1914, o
ProQuest Historical Newspapers Atlanta Constitution (1868 - 1945)

pg. 16

DorseyCallsC.W.Burke
And Other Investigators
~ For Leo Frank to Court

W. J. Burns, on Stand, Says
' “Conley Confession” Let-
ters - Were Obtained by
, Burke, Not by Himself.

s

'SAYS.HE HAD NOTHING
TO DO WITH RAGSDALE

Declares He Advised Tak-
ing Witness Away for Fear
of “Frame-up”—Many Ob-
stacles in Path, He Asserts.

Another sensational move was made
by Solicitor Dorsey yesterday, when
he issued subpoenag for C. W. Burke,
the private detective for Leo Franlk's
counsel, and a number of other inves-
tigators who have been active in gath-
ering new evidence.

Lurke will be forced to faze a vol-
ley of questions from the solicitor gen-
eral in explanation of the charges of
criminal operations, forgery and co-
ercion that have been madle against
him by numerous witnesses in un'i:yx-
vits made public Friday at the retriul

hearing. .
Process servers went out from Mr.
Dorsey’s  office Suturday morning

armed with papers to be served upon
Burke, Jimmy Wrenn, George Wrenn,
Joe Jacobs and a number of others,
¥ach will be put upon the rack bhefure
Judge Ben Hill Monday morning when
the new trial hearing is resumed at
the capitol. ’ :
Will Investigante Mcethods,

Mr. Dorsey has announced that he
will seek to find out just what meth-
ods were used in securing certain affli-
davits submitted by the defense, which
have since been repudiated by a num-
ber of witnesses, some of whom even
swear they never made aifidavits ac-
credited them.

Dan 8. Lehon, Detective Burns' licu-
tenant, who has been an active figure
in the Burns investigation of the
Frank case, wiil also be put on the
stand Monday morning., He will bhe
asked to explain the affidavit of C.
IW. Ragsdale, the preacher, who made
and repudiated a sworn statement (o
the effect that Jim Conley had con-
fessed, and now declares he was given
a bribe of $200 by Burng' agents,

Another man to be examined by
Dorsey, and for whom a subpoena has
been issued and served, Is Carlton C.
Tedder, said to be a Burns detective,
who* was associated with Attorney
William M. Smith, Jim Conley’'s law-
var, ‘and who, it is said, kept his con-
nections with the Burns agency a
gecret from Mr. Smith, Tedder will
be made to explain whether or not he
spied upon Smith, and whether or not
Bmith’s movements with Conley and
in behalt of the negro werc reported
to the Burns agency.

Speculation Is Rife.

Coriing after Mr. Dorsey’'s merciless
grilling of Detective Burns Saturday
morning before Judge Ben IHill, the
prospects of Dorsey’'s examinalions ot
Burke, Liehon and the others have
preated sensational speculatiop.

Mr. Dorsey, it is stated, is anxicus

. to query, Detective Burke regarding
the affidavit of Marie Karst, the girl
business®.college . student and charac-
ter witness, who swears that she was
prought into Burke's operations hy a
threat to- expose publicly a girlhood
indlseretion which she committed
when she was 15 years old, Her afti-
davit ‘18 a direct accusation of the
methods ‘employed by Burke.

He will also be asked to explain
pther charges that have been made
izainst him, including those of brib-
ery, attempts at bribery and coercion.
Bimilar charges will have to be an-
swered by Jimmie Wrenn, who is said
to have been assoclated with Burke,
wnd by Wrenn’s brother, George Wrenn,
who recently gerved a twelve months'
gentence for complicity in .the noted
Gilsey diamond robbery.

Joo Jacobs, a Decatur street pawn-
broker, who is said to have been con-
nected with the Chicago angle of the

new evidence, which tnvolves Aaron
Allen, a negro interviewed by Burns,
will be asked to explain the transac-
tion and also charges that have been
made against the methods that are
alleged to have been used on the Chi-
cago negro,
Burns Under Hot Fire.

At one time, white he faced the gruel-
ling fireof Solicitor Hugh M. Dorsey
before Judge Ben Hill Saturday morn-
ing, Detective William J. Burns found

himselt perflously near action agalnst

him for contempt of court, when he ad-

mitted on the witness stand that he

had advised attorneys for Leo M. Frank
to take a witness away from the city.

In answer to a question, he declared
that he had suggested to counsel for
Frank that they remove Anna Maud
Carter to New Orleans, to prevent com-
plications in her connection with the
newly discovered Frank cvidence. She
is the negress who has made an affi-
davit to the effect that Conley con-
fessed murdering Mary Phagan.

She is now in New Orleans. When
Burns stated that he had advised her
removal from Atlanta because of his
fear that the police
would get hold of the woman and dis-
tort her evidence in the kind of “frame-
up" which, he said, had been charac-
teristic of the detectives in the Frank
case, Solicitor Dorsey conferred with
Assistant Solicitor General E. A. Ste-
phens, who sat beside him at the table.
Stephens suggested that contempt pro-
ceedings be taken. Dorsey’s action de-
layed the cxanrination for a brief space.
tle resumed it, however, in a few
minutes, .

Will Make No Statement.

Whether or not he will institute con-
tempt charges against either Burns or
those members of Frank's defense who
bud a hand in the removal of the Carter

and detcctives .

woman, he would not state Saturday
afternoon.

Burns underwent a fierce grilling be-
fore Dorsey. He was on the rack for
more than an hour in the courtroom,
on the fourth floor of the Thrower
building, at which Judge Ben IH. Hill
presided. Burns was represented by
Attorney Reuben R. Arnold, counsel for
Frank's defense, who injected a brief
cross-examination, -

Burns stated in answer to the solic-
itor's questions that, in his opinion,
Frank's defense did not require any
further evidence to acquit Frank than
the evidence which is contained in the
records of the trial at which the man
wasg convicted. )

He said that he had made a report
on his progress at the end of each day
to Frank's attorneys, and that he had
already submitted.to them his final re-
port of the investigation. He declared
that he will at once go to Oklahoma
to testify in a government land case,
but that he will return within ten
days.

Says Witnesses Are “Bamboozled.”

In explanation of hig attitude toward
the Carter woman, whose removal to
New Orleans he had advised, he said
that it seemed that every witness for
. the defense had been ““bamboozled” by
operatives for the prosecution, and
that he would rather all witnesses for
. the defense be removed out of this
i zone of danger.

He said that C. W. Burke, the private
| detective in the employ of Luther Z.
Rosser, had unearthed the evidence
produced by Anna Maud Carter, and
| had chtained the letters which are sald
I to have been sent her by Conley.
Burns says that the first he knew of
the®letters or of the woman's connec-
tion of the case was when he was ap-
prised of them in the office of Herbert
Haas.

He says that George Wrenn, who
‘recently served a twelve months',sen-
i tence in the county jail for complicity
in- the sensational Gilsey $5,000 dia-
mond robbery, had a hand in the let-
terg, and translated them to Burns.
Wrenn's brother, Jimmy Wrenn, it was
: stated, has also been connected with
the investigation of newly-discovered
evidence for the defense.

Both C. W. Burke and Jimmy Wrenn
were the objects of withering ‘attacks
Friday afternoon when Solicitor Dor-
sey submitied a large number of affi-
davits from girls and women and men
who accused both Burke and Wrenn
of criminal operations in procuring
newly-discovered evidence.

Previously it has been the general im-

pression that Burns himself had pro-
cured the cvidence of Anna Maud Car-
ter, und had got the letters from her,

Burns' examination was set for Mon-
day morning, when the retrial hearing
is resumed before Judge Hill, in ihe
capitol. His desire to go to Oklahoma,
however, induced court authorvities to
hold it yesterday morning. Dan Lehon,
Burns’ lieutenant, was at court, but he
will not be examined until Monday
morning.

Doryey Springs Surprise.

A surprise was sprung when Dorsey
plied the detective with a number of
questions regarding Carlton C. Tedder,
the private investigator who had been
assoglated with Bill Smith, Jim Con-
ley’s counsel, for several months, and
who has been intimately acquainted
with the movements of Conley's attor-
ney. .

Burns admitted that Tedder was em-
ployed as an operative by the Burns

gency, and that he had kept this con-
nection secret from Attorney Smith.

Burns, in answer to a ‘question, cx-
plained why, in his recent interview
with Attorney Smith, he had asked
Smith if he trusted Tedder and put
faith in him. He sald that he had put
the question merely to ascertain it
Tedder were fulfilling his duty to the
Burns offirce. Tedder's connectious
|have been severed with the Smith office.

In conne:tion with the evidence with
iwhich Burns has had to do, the Getec-
'tive declared that he had not found n
pocketbook purported t> hava been
Mary Phagans, and that he did not pos-
sess any such article. He said, also,
that he had not given out ths interview
In which he was quoted as having said
that he had cleared up the mystery of
the pocketbook.

Obstacles Thrown in His Way,

During the cross-examination by At-
torney Arnold, Burns stated that he
hud never worked on a case in which

he  had been confronted by so
many obstacles that had been pur-
posely thrown into his path. He said

that at every turn of his investigation
he was faced by someone who attempted
to thwart his efforts.

e was in the act of stating his rea-
sons for believing Conley guilty of the
Mary Phagan horror, when Judge Hill
interrupted Mr. Arnold’'s questions, as-
serting that Burns was merely stating
his own opinion. and that the facts of
the case had.already been laid before a
court of justice. A sharp clash ensued,
Judge Hiil informing the attorney that
he had made his ruling and ordering
him to cease questions of such nature.

Regarding the affidavit of Rev. C. B.
Nagsdale, the preacher who repudiates
the story to which he swore that he had
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overheard Conleyr confesss to the Pha-
San murder, Burns stated that the first
he knew of Ragsdale was when Dan
Lehon told him that he had heard of a
man in an alley-— .

*“When he got to the word ‘alley,”
Burnsg stated, *I told him to go no fur-
ther. 1 had heard enough of men in an
alley, and J wanted no more alley prop-
ositions. That was_ my only connec-
tion with this man Ragsdale.”

Burns_ likewise stated that it was
extremely difficult for him to promote
his Investigation on_account of intense
public sentiment, He was asked by
Attorney Arnold if he thought any
fair-mindcd man would ever look at the
court records and believe Frank guilty.
Burns had answered, ‘“Certainly not,”
when the attorney was interrupted by
Judge Hill |



