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CONLEY NOT RIGHT
VAN, SAYS MINCEY

Insurance Man Who Made
Affidavit Says Conversation
Was With Some Other Ne-
gro—Saw Conley at Station.

It was disclosed Thursday afterncon
that Willlam . Mincey, tho insurance
agent, who has made an affidavit to
the effect that Jim Conley, on the dato
of the Phagan murder, drunkenly ad-
mitted that he had slaln a mir), had
appeared at police headquarters during
Conley's grilling and had positively
falled to identify the negro.

This was told a Constitution re-
porter bv Detective Harry Scott, of
the Pinkertons, and Detective Chief
Newport Lantord. The insurance agent,
they declared, had come t¢ the polico
station whije Conley was being cross-
examined, and had asked to see the
prisonor.

He wantod to seo If heé could identify
Conley as the negro whom he had
seen drunk at the corner of Electrie
and Carter streets on the afternoon
of Raturday, April 28, He was ad-
mitted to Conley's presence. After
asking tho negro a number of ques-
tiens pertaining to a conversation he
had held with the black encolintered at
Klectric and Carter streots, Mincoy,
tha detectives assert, declared hé could
not ldentity the suspoct.

“to's not the man I saw,” Lanford
and Scott say the insurance man de-
clared.

Conley was asked by Mincey on that
date ff he had not tatked with him
about thae fssuanco of a life insurance
policy. Conley denled having cover secon
the man. Mincey, the detcctives say,
was positive Iin his declaration that
Conley was not the negro with whom
he had held the conversation,

DId Not Approach 1letectives,
Scott sald to the roporter last night:
“This man Mincey never madoe men-

tion of Chief Lanford and me of hav.
ing heard the negro say he had killed
a girl that aftornoon. He never: of-
fered us any such story. He was s0
absolutely sure of his faflure to lden-
tity Conley that we pald no more at-
tention to him or his atory.

“if we had heard any such story
against Conley and coilld have verified
it ltke the report says it I1s now veri-
fled, we would have immediately sworn
out a warrant charging him {wth
Mary Phagan's murder. Nelthor Lan-
ford nor 1 put credence in the report
of Mincey's affidavit, It looks flimsy
from every siandpoint.” .

Mincey is said to have put into the
hands of Jrank’s counsel a sworn
statement declaring that on the after-
non of the Phagan muder he had on-
countered Jim Conley al the corner of
Electric and -Carter sireots, ‘and hid
approached tho negrd on the subject of
issuing 1ifo insurance. .

Conley, his' statement Is eald to
state, was drinking and refused the
insurance offer.  *I killed a girl this
afternoon,” he is reported with having
answered, “and I'm }ikely to be in jall
tonight.” 1le grew threatening, the
insurance mpan states, and to Avold
trouble. Mirfdcey walkod away.

Investifnting 2’0sathie #Plant,”

It was announced from the Plnkeér-
ton offices last night that an Investi-
gation is belng bacd ons tho theo-
ry that the Mary Phagan pay en-
velope which Detootives Harry Scott
and .John Black Jocated on the first
floor of the peéncil faotory, ,was
“planted” evidence.

The envelope .was found crumpled
bahirid A radlator néar thea spot at
which Conley is alleged to have sat on
thé {first floor Il walting for his om-
ployer's summons to the second atory,
The nature of its ovidence, It Is asald,
18 in direction of gfult toward the
negro. -~ L

tight {0 Free Lee,

Attornoy Berndrd L.  Chappell, of
Graham & Chappell, representing
Newt Loe, the negro night watchman
of tho Natlonal Pencll facotry, stated
last night that hc had sccured sub-
poena fotr fifty witnesses to appear
at thé hearing of tho haveas corpus
al 10 o'clock Saturday morning, and
that on that occaslon he would ask
of the court an Instanter order to
bring Leo M. Frank and James Copley
into court to testify about ILee.

A subpoena duces tecuin has also
been Issued requiring Solietior Clen-
oral Hugh M. Dorsey to bring Into
court the grand jury docket and aill
papers referring to the éase of Lee,
wiho was bound over by the coroner's
jury at the same time that Irank,
afterwards indicted for the murder of
Mary Phagan, was ordered hold,

Solicitor Dorsoy, his assistant, B, A,
Stephens, Detective Chlef Newport
Lantord, Pinkerton Uetective Harry
Scott, and City Dolectives John Black
and Starnes and Campbell are also
named in subpoenas,

In addition to these, l.ec’s attor.
neys have had subpoenas lssued for
E. F. Holloway, day watchman at the
faotory, and for L., M. Beck, foreman
of the grand jury, and for the foie-
man of the present grand jury, and
for a number of others to be prosent.

Tho fight wi)l be made to free Les
on the grounds that he has not Leen
indicted by two grand Jurles and that
there is no. legal roason for holding
him further.

Fingerprints May i'1x Gulli,

Mary Phagan's mesh bag pocket-
book, the one she carrled to the pencll
factory o) tho day of her traglc dis-
appearance, has been found on the
scene of her murder and finger prints
that are said to be lodged on Its sur.
face aro expestéd to réveal the mur-.
derer, It was rumored around police
headdquarters Thursday afternoon. .

Becrecy as  Impenectrable as that
thrown around any phase of the in-
vestigatlon has been wovon about this
Iatest discovery. No one connected
with the case will falk. Few deny,
however, that the bag has been found.

The* réport ptevalent around head.
quéarters Ix that {hée bag was found
aboul the samé timé of the cavelope
discovery. ' [t has been képt socret, It
i8 satd. because of theé reported suc-
cess of Bertlllon expert8 In discérning
fingor printa on its surfacs. Béttlilon
Expert L. M. Fletcher, of the United
8tales government sorvice, it 18 report.
ed, made tha finger print exdminatlons.

Chiet Lantord would not commit
himself, and. nelther. would - Solcitor
Dorsey. Chlef Beavors malnlained the
same attitude of silénce that has heen
characteristic of him ‘during the on-
tire Phagan {nvestigation. Othet than
the rumor, which came from tesponsl-

ble source, réportérs could gain ho fur:
ther proof of ‘tia reported discovery.

ﬁcrtlllou oxperts Wwho examined thy
pdy envelope, it Is stated., have beon
uUnablé  to find finger prints therecon.
Only ont side of the enveﬂopo was dls.
covered. The lower slde find been tovn
away. This condition of the clue has
added mystery to its conncation with
the case. ¢

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



