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CONLEY IS REMOVE
FROM FULTON TOWER
AT HIS O0WN REQUEST -

—

Friends of Leo Frank Have

Tried to Intimidate Him,
Negro Sweeper Tells De-
tective Chief as Reason for
His Transfer to the Police
“Station,

LANFORD RAPS SHERIFF
DECLARING HE IS NOT
ASSISTING THE POLICE

“He Appears to Be Placing

Obstacles in Our Way,” As- .

serts Chief, in Speaking of
Attempts to Interview the
Suspected Superintendent.
Mangum Denies Intimida-
tion Attempts.

Chiet of Detectives Netwport Lan-
ford is authority for the statement
that Jamesg Conley, the negro floor
sweeper of the Natlonal Pencil face-
tory, who, in his latest amidavit, has
admitted his complicity In the Mary
Phagan murder, after the killing, but
lays the crime at the door of Super-~
intendent Leo M. Frank, was removed
from Fulton county Tower te potics
barracks for imprisonment at hig own
request to put an end to the attempts
of the friends of the superintendent
te intimidate him.

Conley was carried to the polics
barracks Saturday afternoon after he
bkad been removed from the Tower to
the courthouse, where he was - put
through two hours or questioning by
Soleitor General Hugh M. Dorsey and
hig counsel, Attorney W, M. Smith,
Wanted to Avoid

Frank’s Friends.

" Chlef of Detectlves Lanford declared
te a Constitution reporter jast night
that Conley had asked him, to be tak:
en away from the - Towér: to. escape
-the harassments of the visitofs-6£:Léo
Frank, declarlng that they stopped at
his cel] and tried to maks him drink
Mauor, and had tried to Intimidate him
by maklng jeering remarks teo him
and tmplytng threats,

"I could shoot you through the barg
ot your cell right now.," and, “Don’t
You think you cught to ‘be shot?” are
some of the statements visitors are
quoted a8 making,

“Besides,” sald Chief of Detectives
Lanford, "I want to be sure I can
heve Conley where I can talk to him
whenever he Is needed, or which I
would be by no means certaln were
he allowed to remaln In the Tower

“lI don't want a repetition of tha
circumstances under which we have
tc deal with Superintendent Frank.
Sherift Mangum allows friends of
Frank to visit him by the score, but
flatly refuses to allow mepn working
on the case to sce him or talk with
him, The sheriff says that Frank does
ot want to see the delectives and
that he wiil not admit any one to see
Frank without his consent.

Three Attempts e
To See Frank.

“Wo have made three attempts to
obtain an Interview with Frank for
Cenley, who says that he Is sure he
r
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can make Irank admft the truth of
his (Conley's) affidavit, but hav
refused upon the » ¢ been

same grounds—that
Frank does not want

iy ant to see Conley.
t scems to me that the impor-
w::tsql:zsreoona:‘s Z:tlhwhether Frank
Conloy, bug wb);u, :delecuv?a or
ere making v o denvop e who
%n th ng every endeavor tg clear
B:oul((; l::sl:i:: of this horrible murder
bein \ pered In thelr work by

g cut off from the most fmportant
m:'l‘n' in the whole case.

Contrary to assisting us in this
case, which, ay I understand 1, is the
duty. of the sheriff of the county, it
:Zzo:::c;g ;n:)r;‘ that Sheriff Mangum

8 acles in our way,

So far as my knowledge goes, the
extent of the sherift'y investigation
has been an interview with Frank,
who stated that he was not guilty,
fellowing  which statement, Sherlff
‘Mum;um has been guoted as saying,
1 do not helieve he is gullty.'”
Bherif Explains
tis Position.

Sheriff Mangum stated
that he does not belteve there was
eny attempt to intimidate Conley
while ne was in the Tuwer, or that he
was disturbed in any way by visitors.

In regard to not admitting detect-
ives or Conley to the Tower to sue
Frank, Sheriff Mangum said:

“The prisoners in the Tower wili
be convicted in the courts and not in
the jail. I Mr. Frank will pot give
his consent to secing any persons who
uay ask admittance, that person shall
rot be given an interview with Mr.
Frank with my consent. If the judge
or any one ¢lse who has the authort-
Lty cares to admit interviewers with-
out I‘rank's consent, it i3 another
matter,

“if any blame is placed on my shoul-
ders they are broad envugh to bear it
Contey 'Tells Story Aguin.

Once more on Saturday—thilg time
to Sollcitor Hugh Dorsey and hig couns
sel, W, M. Smith—Jim Conley, the ne-
fro floor sweeper of the National Pen-
3l factory, who has admitted hig com-
plicity in the murder of Mary Phagan
Mter the crime, but places the actuat
tammission of the crime upon the
shoulders of Leo M, Frank, the incar-
terated superintendent of the pencil
factery, told the detnlls ¢f  how
he had helped conceal the dead zirls
body in the basement of the National
Penecil factory, just as he has told it
over and over before, and it is be-
fleved that hefore daybreak this morn-
ing the detectlves working on the case
may compel him once more to repeat
the horrible tale to them.

Since the final aftidavit, which the
detectives take as true, Jim Conley,
though questioned from every possible
ensle, has never wavered in any par-
ticular of his story.

last night

Rtory Itehearsed Again,
Early Saturday afternoon Conley
wes  taken from the Ifulton county

tower by Deputy Newt Garnher to the
office of Sollcitor General Ilugh M.
Dorsey, in the court house, where Lhs
solfeftor and Attorney Smith had Con-
ley rehearse hls story to them In de-
tail at the time.

After the interview with the sollei-
tor, Conley, contrary to all expecta-
tions, was replaced in jall at the police
barracks instead of the tower whence
he had been removed to the court
hause,

Conley has been removed from the
Tower to the golice headquarters,
where he will be under the Immediate
superviston of the city pollce, In order,
i is stated, that he may not
be {improperly approached or tam-
pered with in any manner which might
aestroy his value as a witness.

Many Friends Vislt Frank,

Contrary to the advice of the de-
tectives, there have been but few min-
utes stnce Frank's lmprlsonment in
the Tower when he has not been sur-
recunded by anywhere from one to a
dozen of hig Intimate friends, while
the detectives themselves have been
denled admission by the county au-
thorities,

This they consider as a very dan-
gerous palley and are trying to find
means of putting a stop to It

The proposition of confronting FFrank
with Conley, which has been the ob-
ject of a two days’ fight of the de-
tectives, has been practically aban-
aoned.

Sheriff Wheeler C.
ton county, has refused to allow the
two men to be brought together ex-
cept by consent of Leo M. Frank and
Yhir counsel, Attorney Lather Rosser.
Conley is not only agreeable to the
crdeal of facing the man, whom he
Yas openly chatged with the murder
of Mary Phagan, but s extremely anx.
fous for the opportunity.

“If we stand together and look
cuch other tn the eye,” Conley iy quot-
ed as sayving, “one of us will go down—
and 1t won't be me”

Efforts Mect With Fallure,

Two determnined effortg on the part
of the detectives to bring‘(he men to-
gether have been flatly turned down
by Frank, the detectives say, and thoey
now regard further effort as useless

They belleve, however, that these reo-
fusals of Irank to. gee Conley will
have material bearing on the case.

Frank is sald to base his refusal
upon @ lack of advice from his coun-
sel, Attorney Rosser.

Conley’s interview with the solicitor
and Attorney Smith Saturday afternoon
was characterized by uall the firmness
and aceuracy of every gtatement he
aus made since he voluntarily informed
the detectives that he had decided to
tell the whole story of the crime ay
far as he knew fit,

Rolfcitor Dorsey and Attornoy Emith
went over tho negro’s entire affidavit
with Conley step by step, overlnoking
fniol even the minutest detail, and got
from him the Identical story that he
told before and nothing more. So-
licitor Dorsey would issue no statement
further than that the evidence galned,
from Conley was {n no way different
from what he had given before. !

Fasy Money Offer. |

Conley told how he had gone to the
factory with Jrank on the morning
af the murder at Frank's request and
had walted until 1:04 o'clock that afts
ernoon, when Irank called him Into his
office and asked him if he wanted to
make some easy money. e told
how Frank had directed him to go to
the rear of the bullding and remove
the body of a girl whom he (Frank)
had “picked up and dropped.”

Conley sald that when ho recached
the girl’'s slde she wns dead. IIe re-
counted the gruesome detalls of how
he and Frank hadstruggled with the
heavy corpse as they carried it to the
elevator, dropping it and picking it up
again. 1{e told «f how they carried §t
to the basement in the elevator, and of
how they had concealed the body and
both returned to Frank's office ex-
hausted.

Conley's story of Frauk's concealing
himina wardrobe while vizitors came
to his office, and of the superintend-
ent's glft of several hundred dollars,
and his gnbscquent refusal to let him
keep it, was recounted.

Chief of Detectives Newport Lanford
and Detective Joha Black, with the
Pinkerton man, Harry Scott, who have
worked up the evidence in the case,
declared Saturday afternoon that lhe.\'}
are veady to take the case to the jm-y.\
They accept the negre’s tale in every
detail, and declare that the last link
{n their chaln of evidence has been,
welded.

Just when the grand jury wlill take’
the casge up Is still a matter of specu-
tation. Foreman L. Il. Beck has
called a meeting of the grand jury for
next Tuesduay, but Soliciter Dorsey on
Saturday  declared that the Phagan
case would not be consldered at that
meeting.  When asked whether Conley
would be indicted, he suld:  ““Fhat is
a matter that will come up later.”

Mangum, of Ful-
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