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WOMEN DECLARE
PHAGAN MURDER
MUST BE SOLVED

“Freedom of Murderer Is a
Menace to Honor and Life
of Every Woman,” Writes
Mrs. James Carr.

- Ay

Optimistic over the prospects for
solving the Mary Phagan mystery, C.
W. Toble, chlef of the Willlam J.
Burns criminal departmnent, told a re-
dorter for The Constitution yesterday
morning that he was confident the
BINI'S murderer would bé apprehended
and convicted in a surprisingly short
while.

“What if Mary Phagan were your
child?” s the subject of an eloquent

s0a made to the women of Atlanta by
Mrs, Jane F. Oarr for the apprehen-
sion of the slayer. Women of all walks
of lifeand classes are uniting in one
combined cfort to assist in the investi-
gation.

Mrs. Carr's plea Is an apt illustra-
tion of the wldespread scntiment felt
by the women of the city. It will be
recalled that msix prominent women
advanced the suggestion to Attorney
Felder that Detective Burns be em-

Continued on Page Nine.
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SOLVE PHAGAN CASE,
URGE ATLANTA WOMEN

pluyed, and the fund was started by
The Constitution. Women's clubs and
organizations all over QGeorgla
re ady and willng to lend every ald
possible,
Women Are Interested,
Mrs. Carr's letter follows:

“T¢ the Women of Atlanta: The
Mary Phagan case i8 our case, and
it behodves every woman to set
the seal of condemnation upon
lawlessness and demand that no
means shall be unused, no expense
spared in bringing to justice the
foul villain who perpotrated this
unparalleled crime. His freocdom
is a menace to the honor and life
of every woman In our communty.

“But no mistake must be made.
Some of our most prominent men,
and a few big-hearted women, have
taken the Inftlative In  contributing
to the fund which obtains the best
dotectlve talent in America, and it
the increasing of that fund we
women have our opportunity.

“Let every woman give some-
thing, however small the amount,
and in the aggregation of these
such a sum will be acquired as
shalll employ and reward all the
legal and detective talent that has
been ro continuously and gener-
ously given, and will be given in
the seareh for the criminal,

“To systematiza this wholesale
glving, let the women in all depart-~

ments of endeavor—In officey, in
plants, In  stores or wherever
women congregate, select one of

thelr number to receive the fndi-
vidual contributions and send, as a
whotle, the amount they realize to
The Consgtitution with these in-
structiong: ‘For the Mary Phagan
Investization Fund.' Let the same
plan be pursued n nelghborhads,
“Let us be up and doing!

“What If  Mary Phagan were
vour child?
MRS, JAMIES F. CARR.
“1signed)
Toble Glven nterview,

Tobie, the Burns agent, gave an in- |

morning
Felder. He

terview to reporters Monday
In the office of Colonel
predicts a complete and early clear-
ing up of the mystery.  Already, he
says, he has unecarthed new and valu-
able evidence.

His veports are belng submitted dally
to Colonel Felder and Solicitor Gener-
al Dorsey. Both are highly pletsed
and evince optimism over his work. To-
bie comes direet from Chicago, where
he is In charge of the entire criminal
department of the Burns agency. Ilis
orders, cabled from his chief in Mu-
rope, are to drop everything else and
work exclusively on the Atlanta mys-
tory.

Basing his tnvestigation on the theo-
ry that the murderer was a gsexual per-
vert, he has formed a definfte theory
of the crime. ixcluding tho idea that
the girl left the pencll plant after en-
tering at noon, he believes she was
murdered instde the bullding.

Theory of Tobfe,

Also, he helleves that, although the
primary intentlon of the murderer was
not ‘to slay hig victim, the crime was
a deliberate one. 1118 idea of the crime
is as follows:

“I'ne girl wis lured into the rear of
the sccond floor, on which were found
the blood spots and halr strands,  Ad-
vances were mado, She resented, at-
tempted to flee. The murderer, raging,
strove to cheek her. A scuffle ensued.
Rlind with madness, she wasg struck.
She fell backward. ter head struck
the lathing machine. The skull was
factured. Unconscious, her body was
dragged to the closet in which blooi
stiains were discovered.

“Phe murdercr, thinking she soen
would regaln conselousnegs, waited and
meditated, He was an attempted rapist.
She had threatened to tell her parents.
e would bo sent to prison, possibly
mobhed or lynched, Deoad fo1ks . toll
no tales.

“While still unconscious, the garrote
was formed in the wrapping cord, It
was loped around her throat as she
luy, insensible, in  the c¢loset. She
never regained conscfousness. The
hody was lowered to the basement to
be burned in the furnace, A fire on
holiday would attract attention. It
was too risky. The lifeless form was
dragged to the desolato recess.  In the
cellar darkness, the murderer gave way
to fright. .

“Hoping to dircot suspicion to an-

are

" other source, the slayer. ponned . the

mysterious notes, and then fled!”
Solicitor Dorxey Buxy.

Solicltor Dorsey spgnt most of Mon.
day examing witnesses. The remain.
der of the time was ocoupled in sum-
ming up and preparing. the avallablo
ovidencoe for presentation to the grand
jury. .

A statement that inspires hope In
the heart of the countless thousands
who anxlously await the (fixing of
gullt, was that made by the Burns man
Monday morning. Téte Phagan case,
to me, he sald, is no more baffling than
the ordinary murder. My entire life
has been dovoted to the solving of mur-
dors. That this one can be cleared
within less than another month is my
prediction:

Hunt for Phone Girl.

Hunting as relentlessly as they
hunted the mysterlous girl who ac-
companied Mary Phagan to the pencil
'plant, headquarters detectives are
searching for a pretty telephone girl
who s reported to have overheard on
the night of the murder a secret tele-
phone conversation botween two at-
taches of the tactory.

Detectlve Chlef Lanford last night
told a Constitution reporter that he
had heard from a responsible source
of a switchboard operator who is re-
ported to have overheard the message.
A squad of sleuths were detafled for
the search, which will reach practleally
every publiec and private phone ex-
change in the city,

‘The chlef would neither deny or ad-
mit the rumor that he has learned the
fdentity of the girl. 1t is sald, how-
ever, that other than a good descrip-
tlon of her, the zearchers are other-
wise unequipped for thetr hunt. She is
reported to be a younsgs girl, under 20,
pretty and an operator of a number of
years' gxherlence,

The conversation she is rumatred to
have overheard had reference to the
murder, and came over the wire dur-
ing the night of the day on which
IMary Phagan disappeared. Solicttor
Iugh M. Dorsey told the reporter that
cuntil he had been Informed last night
by the 'newspaper man that he had
heard nothing of the telephone apera-
tor rumnor,

Henrd Nothing of Report,

I Colonel Felder, in behalf of Chief
. Tohle, of the Buraus detective agency,
"declared that that branch of the Pha-
gan Investigation had heard nothing
of the report. The Pinkertons 'scout
tha rumor. Hauarry Scott sald last night
that he could find at a moment’'s notice
the gir! ssld to have heard the con-
versation. A new figure has entered
the Plnkerton operations on the mys-
tery, Superintendent {I. B. Plerce, who
calme to police headquarters Sunday
and Monday in Interest of the case,

C..W. Tobie, the Burng agent, has
more the appearance of a pollshed
business man than that of a detective.
No one would suspect that his entire
life had been devoted to work in criml-
nal circles.

His record has won him the position
of divector of the Burns crimlnal de-
partment, the most tmportant branch
of that agency’s opcerations., His head-
quarters 18 located in Chicago. Tobie
was intimately conneocted with Burns
in the famous solving of the McNamara
dynamiting cases. He Is known as the
noted sleuth’s right-hand man. Ile
has worked {n connection with the
world’'s greatest detective dapartments,
including Scotland Yard, in kKngland.

Last night a number of police de-
tectlves and Plinkerton operatives,
headed by John Black, of headquarters,
and Harry Scott, of the PInkertons, vis-
fted the pencil factory building. "he
premises were scoured hours in search
for clues relating to the arrest of the
negro sweeper, Coennolly, it Is sald.
The result of the scarch was not made
known,

Colonr] Felder safd Monday that the

subseriplions to the Burns fund had
slacked’ considerably that day, and
urged everyone Interested  in the
P’hagan ease to hurry contributions.

The amount has passed the $2,000 mark,
but addjtional sums are needed. Money
already is at hand to retain the agent
now on the ground, but $5,000, It s
sald, wlil be needed to obtain RBurns.
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