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BELIEVES [IURSEY

Identification ‘Slip'- Cérriéd by
~ Mary Phagan in Her Pock-
" etbook.Catisés’ Theory That
the Victim Had . Been
Threatened With Violence.

‘ Either threatentd with death or
warned by ‘some dread premonition of
)nn untimely end, Mary Phagan lg be.
lieved by. Sollcltor Dorsey to have pre-
\pnrcd for her traglc fate by, wrl\lng
‘tho ldentlﬂcatlon slip dlscovered hld-
den. in "a compartment. of the metal|
pocketbook wiich she carried dally,
The slip was glven the solleltor
Wednesday morning by a wporter for
The Constitution. 'The
made an authorized stntement of - th.
source from which-1t was obtained. It
was given him by J, W. Colemun. step -
tather of the girl victim.' - I
The silp was written six: duys bea-
fore the murder. Her parenis’ have
never known her-to have:possessed
such an' article. Its presenco in- her
pocketbook is sald by tlhiem-to’'be as
mysterlous as her de.\lh Mr, Dorsay
values it hlghly.

Bases New Theory o
'On the Slip. . ‘

On it he already -has based a plausi-
ble theory. Membors of his staff have
been assigned to lnvestlgnuon of-tho
‘motive which impelled the slain girl to
strive s0 thoroughly, as she endeavor-
ed’'In the mysterlous slip, to. establish
her ldentlfication i cuse of emovgencey,

Her parents are puzzled, too. ' They
cannot account for the strange script,
and’ are assisting tho solicitor In for-
veting It out. But ‘little "was_thought
of it'untll an examinittion by Mr, Dor-
goy Wednesday morning. As he scanned
the typical handwriting of the -girl ‘of
tragedy, he suddeni®- exclaimed:

“Looks ‘as- though' she expacted ac
‘cldent of some Kind. By Georgo! sho
‘must hnve. This slip was wrilteh only

| Continued on Page Six.’
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©)x days belore she waas killed.”
The dating was April 20, 1913,

Grand Jury Meets
Next Week. .

‘The mystery of Mary Phagan's mur-
der wlill go before the grand jury next
week  on elther Thursday - or Friday.
Yoleitor General Hugh M. Dor-
sey made this announcement yesterday
afternoon at 2:30 o'clock, just after
he had finlshed examining fifty or more
witnesses, B

The names of Leo M. Frank, super-
intendent of the National Pencll fac-
tory, and Newt Lee, negro night watche
man of that plant, will be presonted,
as ordered by the coroner's jury at tha
inquest held last week. Both are In
the Tower, to which they weroe rs-
manded Wednesday, May 7.

The solicltor refused to state wheth-
er or not he considered the evidence
at hand sufficlent to merit a bill of
indictment. IHowever, he did decclare
that, from present prospects, no other
namge or names would be presented to
the jury. y)
New Evidewnee Expeeted.

Asked why he had not submitted the
ecase earlier, Mr. Dorsey said that it re-
quired time to arrange the evidence
In his possession, sift out the unim-
portant and prepare the Important.
Eight more days will ba occupled in
this work. In the meantime, accord-
ing to the solicitor, new evidence .3
expected. .

William J. Burns i{s coming to At-
lanta. Thomas B. Felder last night re-
celved a cablegram of acceptance from

Mr. Burns, who I8 now In FEurope,
through his New York office. He will
comn to this country on the first

stcamer after hearing from Atlantn,

Placed tn Pocketbook,
The identification slp was found iIn

the poeketbook which Mary Phagan
tmd  carrfed  daily.” Tt was left
at home on the day of her disap-

pearance hecause it would not hold the
amount of money she expected to oh-
tain at the pencil plant In which she
was slain, She carrled the mesh hand-
bag of her sister, Ollle, which has never

been found.
The solfeitor prizes the Identifica
tlon slip. It is llkely to cast a new

aspoct on the mystery, he says, and is
expected to uncarth new evidence. The
writing ‘s plain and in the character-
istic legible hand of the murdered child,
It reads:

“April 20, 1813,

“My name is Mary Phagan.

“f 1lve at 146 Lindsey street,
Bellwood and Ashby streets.”

The slip was written only six days
prior tn her disappearance. Tt is the
rollcitor's belief that she probably had
heen threatened with violence previous
to the murder which hag startled the
entire souchland. Flther that, or she
had experienced a vivid premonition of
the tragedy which closerd her lifo.

Unlike:«a Young Glrl,

“1t 15 utterly unlike a girl of her
age to prepare means of Identiflca-
tion,” eaid the solicltor. “That she
v.ould meet with accldent or he killed
{n any manner undoubtedly never en-
tered her healthy young mind. 1t is
decidedly apparent that something
happened beforehand which predicted
her death. °*

“ft is possible that her
once before threatenced to kill her.
Perhaps sho was warned. She could
have recelved a strong premonition.
That she expected death s evident
from the placing in her pockethook of
the identification card.. It was dated
slx days prior-to the date of her
murder. Her. parénts * say she was
nover known to possess such things
as means of lentification.”

Added mystery was woven around
the case Wednesday by the statement
hefore the solicitor of William Ghees-
ling, an embalmer of Bloomsfield’s, the
undertaking establishment to which
the girl’s body was carvied from the
basement of the pencil plant.

Nend for Many Hours,

Gheesling stated positively his opin-
fon that she had been dead for' ten
hours, or probably more, prior to the
discovery of her body. Rigor mortis
had resulted.

Dr. 11, ¥. Harris. of the state board
of health, {8 sald to have corroborated
Gheesling in his statoment, that the
girl iad bheen dead for a perlod of he-
tween 10 and 16 hours.:

This will be Important testimony,

!

near

murderer

Mr. Dorsey says, and Gheesling will
) ‘obably be summoned before the
grand jury. .

Also 1t 1s said that Dr. Harrls, wha
~erformed the autopsy when the body
was exhumed at Marietta several days
ago, declared that sho had been as-
saulted at the time of her murder, Dr.
Harrls would not verify the report
when- seen by a Constitution reporter
lagt night. Nelther would he deny it

"1 . am bound by the solicitor to say

nothing whatever of my connection
with his investigation,” he said. “Not
until wy report has been submitted to
his office will it be officially known
what 13 the, result of my examination.
Report Not Yot Submitied.

Mr. Dorsey sald that the report had
not been submitted, and would not be
put in his hands until he called for it.
He also would not tell at ahich time
he will take possesslon of it

The Constitution reporter who had
charge of the spectmeny of Mary Pha-
gan's handwriting appeared before
tho solicitor Wednesday morning, and
after turning them over to him, made
a stenographic statement of the source
of t' o specimens. :

They were obtnined from J.
man, stepfather of the Phagan girl,
he sauld, several days ago. Mr. Cole-
man, stated the reporter, had declared
that they were genuine samples of his
daughter's script.  Althought ft iy
sald the solicltor bases a new and con-
vinclng theory on the handwrlting, he
will not talk, The rumor i{s that he
‘has ciscovered new clews with which
he expects to gain evidence by com-
parison with the handwriting specl-
mons. .

W. Cole-
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