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Slaton Discusses
Frank Commutation

in At
lanza Moanday night, former Governor

John M. Nlaton, cegndidate for the
I nited Ntates senmrte agninst Nepator
William J. Harew, explained hie com
mutation of the xentence of Yoo M,
Fronkh He declared he made the stare.
ment an res<ponse to a number of e
qneste that he do a0, tallowing his
tost radio 1alh A week age.

Atter revien,ng the Frank ease up
ty the trpe gt was hronght to him on
o appeal tar commutation of sen-
cenee. Nlatan o saqd -

“After the moer
rahang evananwtion of b the ey
denie. 1 had s much donht of the
s’ of Frank that T felt it my dutvy
oo both God aond man 1o commute the

In a rad-o address delivered

carefu!l and aane.

sentence to life imprisonment, follow-
ing the recommendation of the judge
whon tried the case.

*In this action I merely discharged
the duty imposed upon me by the
constitution and laws, according to my
honest o unon. and if 1 had not done
0 1 eould not have retained my self-
rexpect or have been entitled to the
respect of others.

“After the judge had recommended
to me commutation, on the ground
that he doubted Frand®s guiit, 1 could
not arrogate to myself that which be-
longs to il alone, te look into the
heart of a <rif-confessd] and repeated
linr and tell whea he waa lying and
when wpeuhing the truth. There i3 no
case known to me where any governor
took upen himself the resxponsibility
of having a man executed when the
trial judge urged commutation,

*“The path of duty i« not always
easy. If 1 had been willing to listen
to those who adviked me to play poli-
tics about this matter of Jife or death,
I might have avoided prejudice and
enmities amd miscepresentation, but 1!
would have heen unworthy to stand !
before you and look you in the eye’
with a conscience at rest, as today. |

A& between Frank, the white man,
whase guilt I zreatly douhted, and |
Conlev, the negro, with whore guilt
1 was profoundly impressed, 1 sided
with Frank and sent him to the peun-

tertiary for life.
“That s the Franh case”
Governor  Slaton  also repeated

charges against Nenator Hareis made
by him in hi~ other radio talk, and
nrged han to deny them “eategorically
awd net o omere generalities”
Replyving 1o artneks from Senatnr
Harrs, he atemuzed the hich points of
his servies while a member of the
begistature and later  ae  goverpor,
These irclided prompt pavment of ap-
proprations, reduaction of 1ax rate,
sale of starte honds, negatiated at reec-
ord low rate of nterest and the lease !

of the W & A rarleoada,
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