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NEGRO SWEEPER
* TELLSTHE STORY
HURDERNOTES

James Conley Makes New
Affidavit, Swearing That
He Wrote at the Dictation
of Leo M. Irank.

EVIDENCE CHAIN NOW
COMPLETE, SAY POLICE

Conley Declares Frank Gave
Him $2.50 for Writing the
Notes—He Writes “Night
Witch” for Night Watch-
man.

James Conley, the negro sweopor at
the National Peneil factory, jn which
Httte Mary Phagan was murdered,
made a new affidavit Wednesday
nerning, in which ho threw addl-
tional light on the case, incriminating
Leo M. IFrank, and which detectives
think will se¢lve the long-drawn-out
mystery.

“Write ‘night, watchman,'” he is sald
to have been commanded by detec-
tives Wednesday morning.  The result
was “night witeh,” just as in the note
found by the bhody of the murdered
girl. This, the detectives declare, is
the strongest corroboration of his state-
ment that he wrote the notes at the
direction,of IPrank, the factory super-
Intendent.

The city detectives arve sald to put
full credence in hils statements now,
as in the new affidavit he 1s said to
have sworn that the notes were writton
on Saturday, about { ¢clock, and not
on friday, ag he first decinred.

I'earcd for His Necek.

His rveason for deception the first
timo I8 said to be that he feared for
hlg own neck if he admitted the truth.
As matters stand now, he is regarded
by the detectives merely as an unwill-
ing tool, and not as an accomplice of
the murderer, swhomever he .nay be.

According to this new afndavit, the
negro's complete story of his part in
the alfair is sald to be as follows:

A little after 10 o'clock SBaturday
morning he was standing at the cor-
ner of Iforsyth and Nelson streets,
whoen Frank, hls employer, passed by,
going in  the direction of Montag
Brothers. Mr. Frank s sald to have
told him to walt there until he
(Frank) came back. A few minutey
later, according to the negro, Frank
returned, and took him to the factory
with him. Here hd made the negrosit
on & box by the stafrs, so the affida-
vit 1s said to state, and walt and “see
what he could see When wantey,;
Frank 18 sald to have told him that,
he would whistle. !

“Bp carcful not to let Mr. Darley see‘
you,” he sweans the superintendent
sald, i
Heard Irunk Whistle, ‘

About an hour later the negro is
satd to swear that he became sleopy,‘
as he had had a beer, was in a com- |
fortable poeltion and doing nothing.’
He dozed a while, and then awakened
as he heard a sharp whistle, so he
says, and saw Frank standing in the
doorway at the head of the stalrs.

ite responded to PFrank's call, and
when he reached the factory supdrin-
tendent's slde, the latter 18 sald to
have gragped the negro under the arm, .

Conley swears  that  IFrank  was|
quaking vioiently, The negro further
swears that it gave him the impression
that Frank wished to keep him from
looking toward the rear.

In this way the negrowag led into
Mp. Frank's office, so he gwears, lie
also swears that as they passed the
time clock he looked up and noticed
that it was four minutes to 1 o'clovk.

According to Uradl’s sworn testi-:
mony before the coroner's jury before.
he was formally accused, the murdered
wirl, Httle Mary Phagan, had received
her pay and left before that hour. !

frut Iim in Wardrobe, [

The negro swears that they went
back Into the inner office, rrank say-
ing nothing, but still maintaining the
tight grip on the negro's arm. People
were heard approacliing, the negro de-.
clareg, and KFrank put him in a big
wardrobe, scon disposed of the visitory
and released him irom his temporary
confinement.

Then Frank, trembling from head to
foot, so the negro declares, sald laut
he wanted to get a sample of the nc-‘
gro's handwriting. R :

Irank dictated and the negro wrote.
Conley swears that he remembers that
ene of tne notes began, “Dear mother.”
Coifley swears that as Frank walked
back and forth nervously in the office
hix handg trembled, e ran them con-
stantly through his hair, and at one
Ume muttered to himself fn an under-
tone, “There’s no reason why [ should
hang'”

Conley says that after he finlshed
writing, Frank warmly thanked him,
called him “good boy,” ete, and gave
him $2.60 and lead him to the door
at the lhead of the stairs,

The negro swears that he left the
tactory at ten minutes after 1 o'clock,
He further states that he did not see
Mary DPhagan at any time on the day
of the murder, and that he didn't ses
Frank again until Tuesday morning.

Sald He Conld Not Write,

Tor the first two weeks of his in-
carceration ‘the negro, Conley, stoutly
maintained that he could not write.
However, the detectives found that he
bad bought two watchea on the install-
ment plan and signed "deeds” to them.
They compared -hls writing on therve,
they say, and found it identical with
the writing on the slips of paper found
by the body In the pencil fac-
tory. A short while after this ho call=d
for Detective John Black and made
his confession. The fear that he him-
self would hang is said to be the
son that the blakk denled any connec-
tion ,with the case. Conley still main-
‘tatns that he had no Knowledge of p
crime being committed In the build-

VB,
1‘”éhlet Besvers has conferred with
Judgo L. S. Roan as to  whether he
could take the negro to IFrank's cell

f Continued on Page Two.
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and eonfront the superintendent with
the black. Judge Roan, it is under-
stood, told the chief that under the law’
Frank would he entitled to consult
nis attorney, and have the latter pres-
ont, should puch a meeting be ar-
ranged. ’

Frank’s attornev, Luther Z. Rosser,
'Is at present at Clayton, Rabun coun-
ty, engaged In the Talulah Fajls sult,
Sheriff Wheeler Mangum sent Frank
word and ‘the lattéy stat2d that h
did not wish to see the offfcers or the
negro, unlers his attorrey was pros-
‘ent.  Without Trank's consent the
sheriff would' noet allow tho officlals
to visit Frank in the tower, and the
attempt wasg glven up. Whether Chlef
Beavers wlill make another effort to
get ¥rank and Conley together Is not
Known,

Conley has only admlitted having
‘written the phrase qf the murder notes
in which appear the words: “That long
‘tall black negro did this by himself.”
He has not heen gshown the remainder
of that note, or the other note found
beside the body. Detectives will to-
day compare Conley's handwriting
with that of the other note.

The npegro =ays he wrote other
phrases at Frank’s dlctation, but can-
not recall any beside the words Indi-
cated. He says he can fdentify the
cther writing If il i{s shown him, which
will be done some time todny. Deteo-
tives now place complete confidence
in his story, and will keep him In
'prison as a material witness in Frank's
trial. ,

Many peaple have wished to know
just exactly how Conley copled the
handwriting on (he murder notes. Soms
helieved that the notes were placed
before him and he was told to copy
them, whil: others think he wrota
'from dlctatiou.

According to Iarry Scott, of tho
Pinkertons, Conley has no! yet sesn
the murder notes. The words were
dictated to him, but not spelled as
was done in the casé of Newt Lee.
Conley's gpelling corresponds with thidt
of- the note.

Scott says that Conley's story is to
the effect that he withheld his confes-
slon because he expecied to be pald
a targ2 sum by Frank or his friends
When he made his first confesslon he
believed that If he admitted having
written the notes on Saturday, instead
of Friday, It would incriminate him
moere than the suspected superintena
¢nt, and he would be hanged on ch
cumstantial evidence.

‘'he negro Conley Is regarded by the
dofectives as thetr most material wit-
ness. Ife {3 the missing link, the;
think, which connects the chain of
circumstantial evidence which they
have gathered.

Geaorge W, Centry, the young ste-
nographer who took down the dicta-
graph conversation, Is (n hiding at
present, owIng to annoyance caused by
much questioning by strangers in re-
gard to the affalr. -

Gentry left Monday morning after
an Interview with a man who posed
4s a hewspaper reporter, and told Gen-
try that he was In danger of beinp
arrested on n trumped up charge.

Since leaving he is sald to hava bean
In constant communication with als
mother or other members of the fam-
tly, at 32 Ilast Alexander strect.

' HMis family are confident that he
'wm return as soon as the exeitement

over the dictagraph affalr subsides,
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