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Leo M. Frank Says Politics
Prompted Joseph M. Brown
To Write Card to Chronicle

Brown Is the First Ex-
Governor, Says Frank,
Who Ever Used His Influ-
ence in an Effort to De-
stroy the Life of a Fellow
Citizen.

PROMETHEUS BOUND
IS CALLED TO MIND

Many of the Wisest and
Best Men in the State, As-
serts Frank, Feel That He
Was Not Given a Fair and
Impartial Trial.

fn a stinging ecard, in which he goes
quite fully into his ~ase, Leo M. I'rank
has replied to the carG of ex-Governor
loseph M. Brown which appeared in
‘The Augusta Chronicle of December 27,
t his card Mr. Brown took the posi-
t.on that the law should tiaKe iy eourse
and Frank be execcated. Frank, in hls
1eply, comments on the fact thit no
former governor of ¢eorgia has ever
written a similar card, and he inti-
imates that the tormer governor had
solitieal ends to serve when he wrote
the card,

Frank's reply follows:

Ilx-Governor Jdoseph M. Brown:

I hiove read your remcrviable aftack
upoll me in The Augusta Clhronicie,
1 use the word “remarkable” advised-
1, for no ex-covornor of Georgiin ever
Lefore used bis influence in an effort
t0 destroy the life of one of his fellow
Ctizens,  Indecd It s difficult to see
Low any brave man could be induced
1o take the position you have,

I am helplexs and  In desperate
siraits. My wife 1d father and moth-
v oare in the depths of despafr.

Why any man should wantonly and
: athlessly attack me. and, through me,
them, must amaze the fajr men and
women of this state.

When I read that tirade—unfair, cru-
«1 and untruthful—1 remembered that,
when Promethus was bound to the
rocks it was the vulture, and not the
cagle, that struck its beak into his
L itals,

No Defense Needed.

The execcution of the confessed mur-
durer excites syvmpathy. The sherift
+does his duty because the law demands
it. but he does it with sorrow; it is re-
served to an ex-governor of Georgin
io demnand the exccution of ane who
<ever harmed him, and who is pleading
ror further opportunity to show his in-
nacence. '

The excuse that you are defending
1he =tate cannot explain your letter.
‘'hoe state of Georgia needs no defense.
lier people are as generous and just
s those of other states.

Deplorable and regretable things can
iappen, and have happened, in Georgla,
just as they can happen and have hap-
j-elied in other states. There was a se-
rious riot in Atlanta some years ago.
1t was condemned everywhere with-
o1ut. ax well as within, the state, yet
nobody raised the c¢ry that Georglia
was being slundered.

No =ane man can praise the conduct
«f my trial. During It, things hap-
perred that always will be condemned.
The mob spirit was abroad. Fasslon
and prejudice was daily manlfested in
the very presence of the court. Judge
floan was present and knew what took
place, and himself certified, under his
oath of office. to things that vou, your-
self, when y»ou know them, will un-
hesitatingly condemn.

When prejadice and passion and the
spirit of the mob proside over a trial,
such & trial will not likely meet the
approval  of the country, and the
wrong of such a wrial is not met by
the Jdemagogic or scctional cry that
the state is slandered.

Many of the wisest and best men
of the country feel thiat my trfal was
not a fair one. Muny of the trucest
and bhest sjeorginns feel the same. Is
it possible that sueh men must kKeep
gqulet and, by thetr silence, approve
such a trial for fear that they will
be called slanderers of tha state? Sure-
1y a protest against such a trial, with-
in or without the state, cannot ex-
cuse your thirst for blood, nor explain
vour fall from the dignity of an ex-
sovernor to the ranks of the head-
hunter?

Your tirade against me Is a greater
slander against the state than any
posasible criticism against my trial.
1What a spectacle! An ex-governor
joining., with unreserved approval, the
mob who cry, crucify, crucify!

Did Not Attend 'I'rial.

Hlow can You know I am gutlty?
You did not attend a moment of the
trial. Your opportinity to know the
truth war not greater than that of
any man in the United States who read
the papers, or the record. You cer-
tainly had mno siuch eopportunity as
Judge Roan. He heard every word
of the evidence and saw every wit-
ness. And, after thus seeing and
hearing, he asserted that he was not
convinced of my gullt. Yet you, who
eard no evidence and saw no wit-
ness, assert my guilt and urge my
execution with & recklessness that
must shock the fair, rigat-thinking
people of Georgia.

Few men would exhibit the self-
confidence you show in your letter.
Your doxmatisin might be excused if
the point at fssue was the fate of a
stray dog that was worrying the vil-
lage. but how can any fair man excuse
it when a human life is inveolved—
when the heart strings of an innocent
wife, father and mother arc to be
snapped?

You not only conclude beyond ecavil
the question of my guilt, but, from the
same reckless certainty, fix my guilt!
from the evidence other than that ofi
Conley. If you had any fair knowl-
vdge of the case you would know that,
some of the ablest lawyers of Geéorgia;
und elsewhere have studied the record!
in my case, and not one. after such!
xtudy, has believed me guilty., T doi
not believe there is an able, fair l:\w—{
ver in Georgia who would give it as |
nis opinion that. apart from Conley,!

Continued on Page Three.
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FRANK SAYS POLITICS
CAUSED BROWN’S CARD

Continued From Page One.

there was enough «vidence to convizt
me.

It must he that when you so cal-
d brutally urged my imme-
eXecution you were moved by
motives than that of state de-

diuta
other
fender .
Part of the Politicizn.
noand

i1 Krewn factors in my
is proof con-
these

Yeour article
how ureat were
whit extent he o
Before this it has been strongly
suxpected that pollties hid played an
finportant part.  Since your remark-
able letter there can be no longer any
ionht of it

It is wrong that you should seek, at
the expense of my life, 1o pav back
vour political debits. It is a4 greater
at can be, that you should
v destruction and throuxh
sgrace of my foved onex, to Zain
your support that larze class
that you have lately lost by
LRER
suitered much: some zood men

srndoingrn

clusive factors
el to

thein,

& comdemned me, but they huave
tone so in o sorrow. It has heen reserv-
el vou to voluntarily, ignorantly, in

as amd prejuldice, to ki mée on

the: gallows that you nav les-
sen vour political debts and regnin, if
possible, some of the political ground
Vvou have lost,

L0 M., FRANK.

JALh PR

-—

Junuary

Cnrd of Joseph VL Broswn.
Following is the card of ex-Governor
Joseph M, Brown, which appeared :in
The Augusta Chronicie of December 27,
and to which Leo M, Frunk takes ex-
ceblion:
Hditer Augusta Chropicle-—Dear Sir:

I cannot frain from writing to ex-
nress to you, as a Georgian, j-alous of
the wood name of the state, my thanks
for vour editorial in The Chrontele of
e vmbior ] under the heading, "In
Simple Dref

tization.

Fhe oniy material point 1n which I
‘ wree withh you is in the following
words near the eloge of your editorial

“Therefore, wo would, willingly, sian
a  petition arking the state pardon
beard omd the governor of Georgian to
commute this man's sentence to life
i isonment, in the hope, but not in
expectation, somnthing, at
i i stablish his
v ime—or even
further Jdoubt uvon his Fuilt.”
isiree wWith you beciause [ e
licve thut the evidence sworn to hefore
the jury fixed the crime unon Leo M.
Frani. no roony, under that evi-
e, it upon anvonn else,

HW

oo no proper way ror him to escape
s .

herefore, T Lelieve the jux';.'. acted
and  honestly in finding

Calls for lianging.

mrder wae =0 rennlsively
atrocions to call for the hanwing of
the perpetrater of it, this murder of
little Mary Phagan calls for the hang
ingr of the man the jury found guiltx
of the awrtul deed,

Mu~h has heen said of the nedro Con-
ley: and thosa who plead for the defeat
the: Jaw would have us belisve thut
¢ was couvieted on his evidence:
but, if any intelligent pe will read
the evidenee he will
S proven zuilty of thi
ependently of the neore’s testimony.,
Now, to Tonl evidonee, He

17

on

as Vol
admitted that he hia made affdavits
clearing Frank,  He naively declared
1 done that to save My
s emplover, who had been kind
tor But he added that when he
fourd that Mr, FranXk was tryinge to
fix the erime on him (Coniey) he de-
termiined to tell the truth aboul tie
mat .
We southern peog-le, whao understand
thie negra, can readily grive the proper

viiue 1o Conlesyts several affidavits and

wony in ocowrt, and determine
< 1old the trath,
thie extraordinary interest

why
s o, stite of

outside of the

T Anparently there no rea-

© it except that Leo FRCE

“ince The agitation i gt fon js

ded by newspapers on‘nm{ influ-
by Jews,

we to anderstand that anyviody

ed for
\re 10 il that
an be left tree eviite her
il she conviets a Jew, and that
process must be held up and

It so, in will ®oon be-
the exple round of every
who is erviminaliv in-lined.

This certiinly seems the lopgie of the
contentien of the newspaners and other
ties outside of eorgin who are de-

4 WJdew ean be

riin
wxs o unt
1 her
ared?

S osae
Jew

faming the state and her couarts and
people, .
And allow me to =ay that leading

Jews of Atlanta have made themselves

responsible for a heavy burden in this
matter.

Leo Frank, before little Mary Phagan
wag inurdered, was president of the
Jewish benevolent society of the B'nai
B'rith.  After he had been convicied
of this atrocious murder the members
of this Jewish society re-elected him as
thelr president!

Thus, they openly flung down their
detiznce of the state and her laws.
Thus, they publicly made the issue
that, na matter how Infamous his

crimel the Jews held a Jew above the
law,

A day or so after their action, The
Atlanta Constltution quoted a promi-
nent Jevwr as expressing his amazement
that his race had; by this act
itself in so extraordinary a pe
of contempt and deflance of the state
ana her authority.  All honor to thiy
consclientius, law-abiding and discern-
ing Jew!

And, while on this phase of the sub-
ject, 1 note that Mr, Samuel H. Myers
ols of yvour Augusia Jews, in arguing
that Frank was convicted because of

Prejudice againkt him as a Jew, re-
minds rou of the fact that people in
Atlanta referred to him as ‘“that

damned Jew.”

But, if Frank had been a Mexican,
they would have designated him “that
duamned JMexican;” if he had heen a
Hindoo they would have called him
“that damned Indian;” if he had been
a Hollander they would have called
him “that damned Dutchman.”

As & matter of fact, the people were
condemning Frank because the sworn
testimony was proving him guilty of
th:is most horrible double crime against
the little innocent shop girl, ndt be-
cause he way a Jew.

Jews Law-Ablidiog.

As a rule, there are no people who
live within the law more closely than
do the Jews; and thev deserve the
highest esteemn of all classes, and, 1

s believe, thev get it; but this ract does

s of Georgia's Honor n“di

not operate to free anyone of that race
trom punishment for crime if he com-
nmits crime. It does not mean thut
Georgia every year hangs men of any
other race, but that Jews are perpetu-
ally immune from hanging within her
borders.

Now, as to the movement organized
outside of the staute of -jeorgia, to de-
feat the operiition of her laws, lot me
call your attention to tle fact that the
trizl court convicted Frank of this
tnurder; the supreme court of Georgia
held that there was evidence sufticlent
to justify the verdict; tha supreme court
of the United Stutes refused to over-
rule or interfere with the action of
the stute courts, Furtherinore, the
caxe has been before the trial court
(judge) thuee times nnd hefore the
state’s supreme court two times,

Therafore, “we have the apectacle of
parties outside of Georg who never
heard and have not read the sworn
evidence, assuming to dictate to the
state uand to sav what abe shanld Aa
in her arderly process of law,.

It 1= said that in New York a peti-
tion i being  cirenlated, which  will
have 40600 signatures, prayving Gov-
ernor Slaton to prevent the fentence of
the law bheing execnted on Leo Fra

Tt is safe to suy thai not oue of thes
50,000 signers has read the evi-
dence sworn to in the trial in question.
The namme can be szid of all other parties
outside of Georgia who are trying to
bring pressure upon the governor of
tieorgia in this case,

And T will add that every weel T
am receiving letters of similar import
from parties in other states who are
ignorant of the fact that I am ne
lonzer gqovernor of the state. The tenar
of these letters is one of reproach to
me anid to the state that we are about
to commit a crlme in letting the laws
of Georgia be enforced against the man
who has bieen convicted of the wmurder
of Mary Phagan,

Could Get TLong Petltion,
T helieve it is needless to assert that,
il Governor Slaton desired there
could he e
moie thun

1,
ured 2 petition signed by
4,000 white voters of ¢(iegr-

sia, urging him to let his oath of of-
fica be his guide in the determmination
of this case, and o K ne attention

to the attempts of parti
state to coerce him in his

But, in common with
the responsible people
A sure that we ¢
in Governor Slaton
counter petition or suggestion, fe will
undoubtedly be governed by the sworn
evidence and by his oath.

I have no  selfish  interest in
denlorable case under review, and,
tl this crusade was orxanized
the fair fame of our state

s outside of the
course of duty.
tir= masses of
ol Georgin, 1
Ieave this case
hunds, with no

the
un- .
agalt
and the

tegrity of her laws, 1 have srareely
s;ro.kvn of  the horrible ocCuUrrenee
which destroved the life of the inno-:
cent little shop mirl: but, as g cili-l
zen of Geoirgia, who hag bheen lwinef

I

hun(vr:(:d by her people with the hizh-
AL oLe an ueir st and who belleves
that in the impariial and inflexible
enforeerient of the laws is the surest
protection of our civilization. 1 d
now  felt impelled to write, indorsing
Your defense of the state and her good
name, and to join you in the a rted
convietton that her Iaws, administeprel
under the oaths of responsible ofticials,
and not waved aside before the flat
of uninformed people of other states,
must fix the course she will pursue
in  safeguarding  the security of her
®00il people. .

And 1 will repeat my positlve boljef
that the trial jury and the coessive
courts have made no mistake in nam-
ing the real perpetrator of this awsal
crime.  No  people hasl  suelh oppor-

tunities ns they for determining  the
truth. No peonle were furthey than

they from the desire or will to fasten
the crime upon any but the man who
was wailty,

Let us be candid enongh and ULold
encoush to uphold those who have con-
scientiously, tirmly  and  Inteiligently
vindicated our civi tion. Our duty
is to the law, to those who obey and
enforce it, not to those who ontrage
it, nor to those who would bring it
into contempt.

I would _that the pres= throughout
Georgia had the courage to Jderend the
state and the <orrcectness of her
process us ably and fearlessly as you
nave done. Very truly yours, i

JOSEPH M, BROWN.

Marietta, Ga.,, Dec. I8, 1914,
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