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AN NOT GULTY
SAYS JORN . GANT

“I Was Not in Love With
Mary and She Was Not
With Me,” Asserts Man
Accused of Murder.

“I 411 not kill Mary Phagan.. 1
haven't seen her within a month. They
accuse me falsely. I'm innocent and
will swear It by heaven above”

John M, Gant, the youthtul
Keeper arrested on the charge of mur-
dering Mury Phagan, st in the detee-
tive chief's office at poltce headqnar-
ters 1ast night, looked his questioners
aquarely in the eyes, and sweepingly
denied all accusations. .

“I went to Marietta to tuke charge
of a farm | have bought. My folks live
there. 1 had been plauniug to go for
several weeks, Surely, the mere fact
that I went to Marietta isan't proof con-
Llusive that 1 killed the ghrl”

Faces the Detectives.

e talltedd  frankly, never
fng his gaze from the eyes of
detectives wha quizzed him. e
handsome youtn, six feet and four
inches tall, spare framed, active and
stipple limbed. His black, curly halr
fallg over the forehead, and I8 clipped
clogely in the back, while the forclovks
are long and wavy,

An hour or so after he had been
claseted with Chlet Lauford and detee-
tive experts, wis admitted to the
main raoin of the detestlves' quarters,
where e was permitted to talk to the
newspaper reporters, He conversed
frankly, answerliig questions promptly
and freely.

“I'm not guiity. 1 might he a vietim
of circumstunce, but they can‘'t prove
a thing on me. They misht as well
stop. It would suve time and lbor,
If they'd devote the energy they're de-
voting to me to hunting the real mur-
derer, thev'd cateh him a whole lot
quicker,”

There wits o tone of sarcasm in his
vaice ax he alhnded to hiy accusers.
He was not bitter, and seemed not
the sitglitest perturbed over the pre-
dicament.
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Memorlal Varude.
tell you exactly what 1
Flrst, J saw the Me-
morial parade. ‘Then [ got with some
friends and we walked over town a
Mitle, here and there, but to no par-
tictlar place. J was (ntending to leave
towy Monday. A pair of old shoes 1

had worn a mnnth age were down at
the pencly fuctory. 1 used to work
there, you know, and they werce left

air the first floor.

“I wanted tn get them, and asked
Mr. Frank, the prestdent of the plant,
If 1 conld get into the building. Ile
sald | could, and referred me (o the
negro nightwatehman, I ogot Into the
building aml found the shoes. T dldn't
stay but a short while. About 7:3
o'clock | met two friends. We went
to 1 pool room uptown and played pool
until 10:30 o'clock. T didn't play, but
sat around and watch«d the other fel-
lows.,  \When 1 lefe the puol room, I
went directly to my sister’s home on
Linden street.  She met me at the
sdoor. 1 went straight to bed and was
asleep almnst the moment 1 hit the
mattress.”

Gant deqlaves RJe did not see The
Constitutios’s exclusive eoxtra Sunday
morning, und that he did not know of
a murder until Informed Sunday night
of the story in the extra.

“Where were: you when told of the
murder?’ he was asked.

Learnn of the Murder.
“I ot up late Sunday morning.
That night, 1 went to seu: Mlss Annie

Chambers, of 18 \Varren place, with
whom 1. have been golng ever since
,Christmas.  We were sltting tn the

parlor. " Her little brother, Philip, came
-in and gatd e had read The Constitu-
tion’s story of a girl being murdered
in the pencil factory.

“T was acquainted with most of the
girls that worked there. 1 asked him
what was the girl's name,

1 don't know,” he auswered.
haven't fdentiticd her yet! It
about 8 o'cloelk at night, then.
was the first 1T Kknew of the killng.
When [ teft Miss Chambers' home )
went to my sister's house und to hed.”

Declaring that he had never gone
with the thagan girl. Gant rcidicuied
the rumor thit he was Infatuated with
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her. She was beautiffl, he admitted,
and a girl loved by every cvmployee in
the plant.

“When she was a little girt, about
ten years ago”” he sabd, “I knew her in
Marietta. ‘Uhey lived close to the home
of my family in Cobb county. Then I
knew her again when she worked fn
the penefl factory. [ had never pald
her any particwdar attention, and was
not in tove with her. I don't guess she
was in love with me. She never sald
anything, if she was, and shé didn't
show any signs that would Indicate it.”

Ginnt Retalns Counscl.

“1 eould wring the neck of whoever
acenses me of such a thing” he blazed.
“1t's the mnst atrocious crime I've ¢our
heird of, 1 never could have con-
cefved it, let alone commit it. The man
is a murderer who would unjustiflably
accuse another of such a deed.”

Judge George 1. Gober, a distant rel-
itive of the suspected youth, and sen-
for member of the tirm of Gober, Jack-
son & lLeag, hus been retalned as coun-
sel for Gant. He made an jimmediate
detnand Monday nlght for pretiminary
hearing., Chlef  Lanford declined.
Gober stated that he would take out
hitbeas corpus procecdings instantly,

The warrant agalnst Gant was 1s-
sued by Justice . M. Powers to De-
teetive Osborne, It eharges murder.
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