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I[Heckler Questions Slaton
Concerning Leo Frank Case

yau in the ere with a conscience nt

GAINESVILLE, Ga, July 15.—
[(F)—Answering & question from the
flaor, former Governozr John M. Sl
ton departed from the text of & po-
litical address here Tuesday night to
tell a Hall countgy mudience that he
commuted the death sentence of Leo
Frank 17 senrs aze as a matter of
duty impored by the canstitution and
the law,

“I have neither rezeet to cxpress
nor apology to offer,” Le said. ™1
merely giscbarged the duty imposed
upon me by the constitution and laws
according to my honest opinion, and
if 1 had not done so 1 could not have

tained my &eli-respect nor have been
entitled to the respect of others.”

The Frank ease was one of the
riost sensational in the history of
Georgia courts. The man, aceused of
murder of B younz white girl in At-
lanta, was sentenced to death, the xen-
tence was upheld in the highest courts,
and Governor Slten commuted the
sentence. Later the man was tuken
from the state prison. brought to a
point mear Atlanta and lynched. The
governor called out state troops to re-
store order.

Slaton said the list of recommenda-
tions for commutation included one
from the trial judge, and added: i

“After the judge had recommended
1o me commulation, on the ground|
that he doubted Frank's guilt, I could |
nat arrogate to myself that which be-
longa to God alone, to look into the!
heart of a self-confessed aud r_cpmml H
liar and tell when he was lying and |
when spezking the truth. '

“Fhers is ne case known to we,
where any governor took upon him-
~elt {he responsibility of having a man |
executed when the trinl judge urged
cammutation.”

Says Conley Had Oppnrsuni(y.

The circumstances were such. Sla-
ten said, “that  guilt  lay between
Frank end a negro named Conles.
Bath of these pariies bad _equu] op-
portupity to commit the crime,

“The prior character and reputa- :
tinn of Conley was extremely bad. He
was # drunkard of a_low and brutal
t¥pe who came of a vicious asd crim-
natle inclined family in Pike county.
$lonley is now serving a 20-year sen-
tence for burglary in_the nizht time,
being caught red-handed in the act.”

Siaton recalled that in addition to
the trial judge’s recommendntion for
ceinmutation, two supreme court jus-
tices urged a new trigl, two justices
of 1he United Siates supreme court,
jneluding the present chief Jjustice,
held that Frank did not have a fair
trial,_and Judge 1. E. Patterson, of
the Georgia prison cominission, con-
tended Frank was innocent.

“After the most ecareful and pains-
taking examination of all the evidence
I had so much doubt of the puilt of
Frank that I felt it my duty lLoth to
God and man to commute the sen-
tenee,” Slaton said. .

“The question was brought up by
Turner Quillian, Hall counts eitizen,
who told Slaton he had “heard a'good
deal of criticism of your setion in
the case,” .

“Path of Duty Not Always Easy.”

“The path of duty is not alwars
easv,” Slaton said. “If I had been
willing to listen to those who advised
me to play politics about this matter
of life and death X might have avoided
prejudice and enmities and misrepre-
sentation, but I would have becn un-
waorthy to stand before you and look
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rest as today.”

Siaton recalled another clemency
case befare resuming his regular ad-
dress, telling of his refusnl in 1914,
while he was a candidate for the sen-
ate, fo commute the death sentences
of two Centrell brothers charged with
murder. He said he spoke in Gaines-
ville on ‘Yuesdey and at that time a
petition signed by 1.800 residents of
that section, asking for clemency, wes
vresented to him.  He said he disre-
Ramded the petition, the men were
banged Iriday, and the clection was
eld the following Tuesday,

He said he expected to lose Hall,
Habershar: and  Lumpkin  countics
then on account af his action, but
that rhe men’s guilt sas certain and
the “pawer of executive clemency is
aot politieal”




