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AND THEN MURDERED ™

~ IN.-HEART OF TOWN

Chum Identifies Victim w_-...
‘Mary Phakan, of 146 Lind-\
say Street, Then Swoons.
Girl Had Just Resigned
From National Pencil Com-
pany, in Which Plant Her
Body Was Found.

MOTHER AND FATHER
STAY UP ALL NIGHT
WAITING HER RETURN

| Negro Watchman Is Under
--Arrest on Suspicion—Police /

. Believe That She Was Lured /

. \tb'Building by Three Yoﬁng
Companions, Assaulted De-
spite Her Vigorous Strug-
gles, and Then Killed: to

~ Shut Her Lips: .

‘While mother and fathefans
iously waited her return “hopt
Saturday night, pretty ' 14-year-
old Mary Phagan lay dead in a’
corner of the dark basement of
the -National Pencil factory at
37-39 South Forsyth street, the
xyictim of an atrocious murder,
following a brutal criminal as-
sault. . '
4¢:Her skull crushed and her
Qeck horribly bruised where she
M -been choked to death, the
odwas found at 4 o'clock Suu-
|day, mbiing, several hours after -
the. ¢criméihad heen committed. ;
and, was uhitentified until the ar-
rivalxdfa girl dyum, | .

T'wo suspects &ee' under arrest.
One is Arthur Mudtyax, formerty -
a street car conductol The other-
is Newt lLee. negro nigt watch-
man of the factory buil
found the body and not
lice headquarters. He-
mzintains innocence. Dete
believe he was implicated in
crime. A confession from him is
expected to lead to the girl's
slayer or slayers.

Mother Prostrated
With Grief. _

She was an cmployee in the
pencil factory, but had resigned
last Thursday. . She was. the
daughter of Mrs. J. W. Coleman, .
of 146 Lindsay street. Her moth- -
er was prostrated with grief Sun-. 7
day morning, and although’phy-
sicians worked over her through; 3
out the day, her condition was :
precariouns last night. ‘

I'wo notes were found near the
body. Although they purport {o
have been written by the dead
girl, the handwriting has’ n
heen recoonized as hers. It ffe-
sembles, however, that of thé"im-
prisoned pight watchman. The
thecory of detectives is that both
were written to mislead the g~
lice,
~ Onec note was penciled on
order blank of .the factory.
read: “That negro hired dc
here did tlus, He pushed
down that hole. A long, .
negro, black that had it wor
Long, lean, tall negro.” It
incoherent and hardly legiwrer,
‘The second was written on ordi-
nary tablet paper: “He sail he
would love me.” ‘T'he rest of the
note fails to make sense. Neither
inote was signed. -
| 'I'he pretty victim was first
ichoked into insensibility, then
|beaten upon the head with a
blunt instrument, presumably a
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cfim of Tr
ribly Bruted.

Ashe was Efrribly bruis

upon the i

lacerated face,
eves were blackened and swollen.
The hands aud fingers were dis-
torted, showing the agony in
which she had died. She was
attired in a fresh summer frock of
pink, trimmed in Jace. and wore
sifk stockings. .\ big bow of
baby ribbon was caught in the
single strand of hair, arranged
girigh fashion down the back,

The clothing  was  torn and
bloody,  Her pink parasol was
found near the trap door through
which the body hid been low-
ered. A missing Sshoe and a
blondy handkerchici were found
in a teashpile near the hoiler in
the basement.  Following an in-
vestization by members of Coro-
ner Donelioe’s stadi the hody wias
removed to the Bloomtield under-
taking  establishment on Sonth
Pryor street, \n inguest will be
held today.

Detectives ave scarching for a
trio of men said to have been
seen with Miss Phagan Satarday
night about o o'clack. oS
Skipper. of 2241L Peters street,
told a reporter for ‘The Constitu-
tion that he bad seen a girl an-
cwering the exact description of

the  victim  walking up Pryor
cotreet with three men, apparent-
Iv  vouth<,  She was  recling

sliglill)‘. as though affected by
drugs narceates, and was
weeping, .

At the ntersection of Trinity
avente <he attempted to contin-
we wp Prvor street in the direce-
tron of Garnett, but wis caught
by one of her campanions, whao
turned her steps toward White-
hall ctreet on Frinity avenue.
Skippet's attention was attracted]
by the girl's tears and unwilling-
ness to aecompany the men, She
strove to resist them, he said, but

(3%

appeared feeble. She did ot
seem  intoxicaded, e said, bt
sick and weak,
Detectives Rely
on lis Story.

AL Forsyth sten bt nen et

wrned down toward Gartett s
il strevts, SKipgpe)r continuen 1
tion of the Termn il station, <1

Ll
/

atrec-
whici

he wias bouwd The reporg . 1efetied
him to et tives HLoow ool Staner
Who are fn chagge of to. £0del Invesyt.
Patinr the g stery, A0 L toln nits
rtory to thean 5 posilive of s
Abiht to et rooT e e,
and gave e d- dectralg do-

Ecription<. y
vard, night

A VL watehman 'y
. Fiveerr stables at O3 For-
thire. oloors distiant rrom

outhding, teld the hoteetiv,
o clach, or bater, e had heagst

2oin the vieinity of tne
Phe sounds Tasted Topr sov
Suspecting the ales were

Poom carotsing als o on Lile Stivet, he
pabd Mtt)e or noe attention to thetn
That was within lesa than an hour
ARfter Skipper nadt bt tae mysteiioas
gaartet ot Forsyth strect and Trindoy
avenue. I Uy wore e stadn givd
and her murderers, they walked  di-

reetly from Frinity to the fuctory, into
which she was Laped to death, Detee-

tives place strons fanth dn Skippor's
ptory.,

Miss Pragzan ef: home Satarday at
noon.  She cape nptown te sen the

menorin? dayv prorade ad o diaw her

Ctwo day s saliry e drom the factory
When  she  revipned Tel ne her
parents to expert ey bhaok for sapy
she asciired them she wonid acturn b
fore nicghtfall, Whon <he faibed o wg
peeat at o Lite hoey Mrooant Mo Cole-
e BUCW o W anag’ besan seareh.
fug. Pollve b tariers  Were  joti-
fied, and a leckout placed upon the
bulletin board,

No Love Alffairs,
Say Her Parents.

She had Bever b Kneswn to stay
away nt gaeht. Her fother aond moth-
e declared Sanday that wntil Sat-
urday night, they loed adwies kKnown
Where to fingd hero She wias o medel]
irh, bright, e oand heerfull Her

onty had nover gliowed her t) have

thearts,  or to decrive  cqdlers,
vas not in dove, sootar oas her
8 Know.

anxfous  father a3 mother

Sawake all piging ow g News

the missine dauchitor, e daye
A mEssend © o cams wWith word
she had been anardered o the
favtory,  Mys Coleman fell fnto

did not ve-
Was  pros-
necessitated
physteian.

a faant, from which she
cover for an hour,  She
teatod nnd her condition
th: constane attention of a
Nown o of the Riewsomae  divcovery
rea- hed  the polive station about
o cock Sunday morning, when the ne-
Bro o watehman vcalled over telephone:
“Send the pollee 1o the  National
penciy factory  right away,” he gafd
‘Thero's o dead girl down In the base.

ment, and she'r been murdeved.”
Two pollcemen and a Constitution
ropotter juinped fute the automobiie
af Hoots Hogers, which stood at the
tront of headguarters, and weve tushe
vt the  favtory. The watehman
gtond at the Forsyth street entranes
pobiifng a pantern. Ile was tremb '(ly“f.
MM

hin teeth chattered, and he
biv exclted,

“She's down in the bases . I'm
seitred to po. You all wst. 'Y
show yveo the way,” he uttered

wnd degerted
Lceman echuoed

Thee bLuilding was
The foutsteps of U

teace fhoar te fhg creating an oun-
canny  saind =ent chills down
the spine, thA negro led the way
tee w =mall, ¢-bby hole near the en-
tran e, just wide cnough te adinte o
human  hooo. and through which g
laddor projeeted.

As the polfcemen pushed thelr way

thro-2h the inky olackness, the negrg
potered fearfully: “Lookout, white.
ka, vou'll step cn he”

t
ﬁcgro's Maaner

Arouses Suspicion.

e was ubable to readily locate tha
poxttion of the body.  ils wild and
excitad manner instantly roused gus-
picton when the body was found, The
limbts had not grown rvigld, and the
critienn nss over the wound In the
hoad wax etill molst.

She had been piaced fnoa corner of
the basement, evigently with the in-
tentlon of concealment. Face down-
watd, the farm partly covered by saw.
dusxt and shavings, was barely dizcern-

ibhe from o digtance.  In the meager
et shed LY the lantern the body
was  hidden completely from  view.
e negro, in custody of a uni-
forme-d  policeman  and under arvest,
wits cactied to the office on the third
flvor., A thorough gearch was mads

of the bagement, ‘The two pnotes wers
first found. One lay within three feeg

of the corpre.  Tie other some dis-
tance furtisr. Both wers plainly i
view and by upon the sawdnst floor-
tng. A man's handkerchief, crimson
with biood. bat with no identitying
marks, was discovered near the first
note,

The vietim's handkerchiet was found
fn the trash  pile, forty  feet away
from the spot where lay  the body,
The nnt and para=ol were hidden in
the  pit of the  elevator shaft.  No
marks of fdentification  were  found
upon the dead girl. Her mesh bag,
containing o few dollioe In chanue,
wae migsing, and has net yet bheen
found. A pliin vobl bracelet adorned

wiist. 1t was =plotehed with
was bent and battered. A
ring., engraved with the
lone fetter “W,” was upon the fittle
flrger of the right hand

The problem of fdentifying the glaln
airl confronted the police, Rogers, in
whote car they were raghed to the
weene, voltunteered to so for Miss (race
Hivks, an emploves of the pencil fac-

teft
and
signet

niey
bl o

s

cary, with whem he was acquainted,
and to bring her to the place fn the
hepe that  she might recopnize  the
body.,  Mirs flicks wax found at her
home, 100 MceDonough Road.  She got
ot of bad at 6 oclock, dregsed and
caumie with Rogers to town,

Identifies Corpse

and Swoons,

Ins<tantly sghe viewed the corpse, vhe
swonned. Upon belng revived, she res
vealod the dead ghrl'y tdenthy:

“Rheis Mary Phagan, and she lives

at s Lindsay street.” sho sald. “She

and T have been warkinz together
at the same machine.  She was i
best girl 1 ever Knew, und -« purel
child never itved) N

The negro watchman ‘was bronpht tr
the basement., 114 story was to th
effect that, he fhad rutered througt

the cubby /hole at 2:15 o'clock on hk
hourly rofund.  Usually, he rald, I
went intyf che bascuient but seldem, A
the time 7the body was discovered, ac-
cording {to hly story, he did not hiteno
to ug Ahrough the place, but only
hall way

ot g
tye? EOING
3,0 which
says e

toflet, which tg situa-
{eet from the recesy
discovered, m
wreln for sev.
his lentern s
emerging, he de.

into o
twoenty
the body w
remained ¢
cral minutes, leaving
ting outside.  Upon

ciares the Hght fell upoa the partly
hidden form of the dead ghrl
Elevating hix Jantern.  the  negre

peered  more closely  at the object,

Gradually, he discerned (n the dm,

wetrd Hght, the outllnes of a human
form.  Thinking some one was try.
ing to play a prank on him, he ad

vianced upon the hoidy.  Still suspect-

Ing o Joke, he veached down ane
canght an arm in Wy hand, It was

Hmp and human, The negro sercamed
and fled for the ladder Jeading to the
first floor
Ile deckired hie had heard no sereams
at uny thme of the night, and that na
ane, of his knowledge, hnd entered the
bullding sinee the closing hour. [l
stated further taat he had wmade hour-
1y inspection of tue building,

Accused Negro

Irritable,

Lee 8 a middle-aged negro, black,
thick-lipped and huzy-eyed. AN during
the day he was nervous and hrltabie
He tg marrted, and had been at work
with the pencil factory for only threq

weeks, ‘The charge agalnst him at po-
Hee headgnarters §g suspiclton,  unte
which he will be detalned anttt  the

mystery is elenred,

He was forced to show hix discovery
fn pantomime. Al lights were cut out
of the bascement, the xingle entrance ta
the reav was shut tight, and the only
illumination wasx the lantern he ca
ried at  the thne, A detective v
stretehed upon the spot where the hoa-
was found. While a swall aszemblane
of detectives, pollee officials anda r:.
purters =tood about the basement 1a
hushed groups, the pegro. alone, de-
seepided the ladder from the cubby hot
swinging hig lantern. His siep was
fanlty, and he missed the lower rang.
Slowly and deliberately, e walk.o)
the cloget. Ritting the lintern out-
the small inclogure, he cntered.
emerging quickly., The vays of gkt
burely fell upon the form of the a..
tective Iying in the sawdust. [t wod
birely distingulshable, The watehman
mieked up the Hght, held Bt atoft and
prered at the prostrate slenth in ex-
actly the manner bhe had previousty
deseribed, With waverlng step he ad-
vinced upon the spot, eaunght the ae-
tective’'s right welst  In w tremulous
hand, and sald:

“Therey now, white tolls,
actly how It happened.”

‘Tha bellef of detectives s that thy
ghrl wes drugred before belng carrled

to
side

That's ex-

Into  tae factory.,  Before returnin:g
home asg she intended, they bLeltev.,
rhe met with one or more acquatne

ances, presumably men acoguadnted with
the pencll plant. 8he was enticed awa:,
it 1% advaneced, droggel, as g shown
by SRkipper's story, and jed th the (df.-
rection of Forsyth street.

It s suggested that she was lured
fnto the building  from  the Forsyth
Sreet entrance, The deed, apparently,
way committed upon cither the first or

sevond floor. No blood or maris of
seuffle can  be  found., however, on
either, When the girl presisted the

elforts of her captors, she was choked
fnto  rubmission.

Choked With

Undergarments,

Toe detectives believe that it way
at this point where the 2irl's screams
were heard by the Woodward negro,
The girtrote with which she wias cho%ed
were two strips torn from her unders
dothing and  Knotted togethey, She
wux o strong  girl, and  undoubtedly
fouzht tikerishly, D, John W {{urt,
who performed the examination tpon
her body, ageerted hig opinton that
wig @ task for more*than one man fo
overpower her, which, to a degpree,
subgtantiutes the  theory  that  there
were more than one connected with the
erlmie,

Crimdnal assanlt was committed upon
the vietinm, Sueh is the opinfon of de-
tectives  and  medical  experts, The
Jeed committed, according 1o the theory
of the police, the fiends, anxfous to seal
thedr vietim's tips forever, choked her
to death, made sure she was dead by
the blow in the heawd, then geereted hep
corpse In the cellar.

‘fhe Body way lowered through the
bole by the rope found looped around
the glvl's neck. ‘This, also, wuyg a
task for more than one man.,  tfer
welght was estimated at 160 pounds or
more. The forin was dragged the
distance of 100 feet from the ladder
to the recess upon the face, A trafl
was In the sawdust showing the path
made by the body,

The rear door, leading to an alley-
way to which entrance is gained from
West Hunter street, was forced open,
The staple holding the lock wasg prized
off.  The murderers, upon ridding
themselves of the Dbody, were too
frightened to return upstairs and to
emerge from the factory through the
Forsyth &treet entrance, Instead they
fied through the sater exlt in rear of
the bullding.

The mystery is oaffilng, Chief Beav-

ers, in a tslk to each c¢f the ——
police watchs, instructed ever three
of the uniform department #Yy man
hig every cffort in running o 10 lend
Phagan's slayers. A gmal) SWit Miss
detectives hiv:i been assignf frmy of
cuse.  Never hefore hay gytd to the
tardly ertme stirreg the l‘)liCh a das-
All day Sunrday thousary
te the undertaking esgapfda flocked
view the dead glrl 'I\Hllshment to
tion's exclusive story of M0 Constitn.
told in an extra that » the tragedy,
davbreak, spread the p Was Issucd at
fire. In every respeflews ke wild.
the most horrible crift 1t I3 one of
live records 1es of locul po-
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