FRANK INDICTED IN PHAGAN CASE
The Atlanta Constitution (1881-2001); May 25, 1913;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers Atlanta Constitution (1868 - 1945)

FRANK INDICTED
N PHAGAN CASE

'He Will Not Go to Trial Be-
fore the Latter Part of
June, According to Solic-

l itor General Dorsey.

Leo M. Frank, indicted Saturday
afternoon for .the murder of Mary
Phagan, the 14.year-old girl whose
dead body was found at 8 o'clock on
the morning of April 27 in the base-
ment of the Natlonal Pencil factory,
Wik NUL g0 10 Iridi DEeIore une juiler
part of June, according to a statoment
which Sollcitor General flugh M. Dor-
sey made last night.

Newt Lee, the negro night watch-
man, who ecailed the police to the
place, was ieft under conslderation by
the grand jury. A bill of indictment
charging him with the same murder
wag presented to the grand jury with
the bill agalnst the factory superin-
tendent, but the grand jury fajled to
act, and it 18 bolleved that his case
will be allowed to rest, pending the
trinl of the Indicted mnun.

Both Confined in 'Tower.

Both Superintendent Frank and the
negro, Lee, have been confined in the
Tower since thoy wera ordered held
by the coroner’s jury (ot the murder
of the girl.

In dlscussing the time of Frank's
trial, the solicitor stated that he could
not say when it would be started.

“It will not be possible to hold it
before the latter part of June,” he as-
serted, "and whether or not it is held
then depends on a number of things,
I have much work to do to get the
case ready and there is also the de-
fonse to he conslidered, as they may
secure addltional time,

*1 do not know whal action will be
taken In regard to Lee,” he replicd to
a query on this point. “T'he graund
jury still has hig case under constder-
atlon, but 1 do wot wxpect them to
meet again hefore June 6.—Of course,
they meet whenever they soe fit, and
may take any action at any time; that
rests with them.”

The fndictment against FPrank, which
came aftor a two-days' session, was
gecured gt 12:20 o'clock Saturday afte
ernoon. In all, the grand jury gave
about five hours’ time to the hearing.
After the final witness had left the
room, the solicitor remained with them
a short time, not over ten minutes,
They then went intoe executive session
and he retired to his offlce, He haa
barely got to his desk when he was
sent for and told that a true bill had
boen found.

I'ranlk Charged With Murder,

The true bill formally charges,
“That Leo M., IFrank did murder, in
that In the county aforesalg (I*ulton),
state of Qeorgla, on the 26th day ot
April, In the year of our Lord, 1913,
with force of arms, he did uniawful-
1y and with malice aforethought, kil
and murder one Mary Phagan, by then
and there choking her, said Mary Phu-
gan, with a cord that he placed around
her neck.”

The DIl of indiotment which the
solioitor asked agalnst Newt Lee is
understood to be practically the same
in wording as that which he succeed-
ed in obtalning against Frank,

The probe on Saturday was taken
up promptly mt 10 o'clock, when the
Jury sent for Miss Grace Hix, a fel-
low employee with Mary Phagan, and
the girl whe first Identified her body.
A few minutes later she was excused
and E. ", Holloway, day watchman at
the factory, was called to the stand.

M. B. Darley was then called inte
the room. He was followed by Court
Stenographer Parry, who made an of-
ficlal record of the testimony at the
coroner's inquest.

Miss Monteen Stover, who recently
told detectlves that she visited the
pencll factory on South Forsyth
street at about ten minutes after noon
and walted for ten minutes in Mranlk's
offlice, was the next witness. She de-
clared that no ong was In the office
and that she left after coming to the
helief that the place was deserted for
the day.

Harry Scott, IMnkerton dclec(ivc, wig
next called. He was followed Ly City
Detective B. B. Iazelett, and by J. M
Gantt, both of whom are believed to
have testitied as to Frank's demeanor
on the afternoon bafore the tragedy
wag discovered. Gantt i3 onhe of the
men who was arrvested on suspicion
shortly after the crfine, but was clear-
ed and released within a short time

Glicesling on  Stand,

Willilam I{. Gheesling, member of
the firm of 'P. J. Bloomfield and com-
pany, the undertakers who embalmed
the body of the Phagan girl, wag the
next and flnal witness,

A small erowd of curious people hung
about the Thrower bhullding on the
final day of the hearing. The general
lmpression was that a decislon would
be reached during the day and mild
excltement prevailed,

In the curfous throng was & proto-
type of the woman who tried to pose
as . newspaper reporter at the Grace
pase. The make-helleve newspaper
man on this occasion was a young
feliow with thick eve-glasses. Iis ac-
tive efforts In trylng to Iintercegt a
conversation between Detective Ros-
ser and Deputy Newton Garner led to
hia exit from the bullding half an
hour before the true bill was re-
turned.
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