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DID NUBDERERS
PLAN CREMATION?

Dete uves Péheve That They
'ﬁtcnded ‘to Burn Body of
thtle Mary Phagan in the
Furnace of Factory..

Did the murderers of Mary Phagan
lower her body Into the darknecss of
the pencll factory basement with tha
intention of crer’xjmting the corpse In
the furnace of that plant?

Such i the bellef of detectives. Tha
dead girl was discovered only a few
feet from the furnace. Ifer body had
been dragged first to the fire box, cir-
cled around {ts base, then abandoned {u
the desolate recess in which it was
found.

Investigation revealed that the fira-
box was In condition to be lighted. I*
was littered with shavings and paper,
and, to all appearances, In readiness for
a new flre. The door was open. The
aperture was hardly \yl(\o enough to
admit a body the size of the victim's.

It §8 the dective's theory that the
slayers were frightened froip their
original plans. ‘i‘he prized staple from
the rear door indicated & hurried exit
Detective John Black told a Constl-
tution reporter Monday of his bellef:

“When the murderers swung the body
through the trap door, they dragged tt
through the sawdust to the door of
the furnnce: The opening, probably,
was not wide enough to ndmlit a corpse
of her size -

“Either that, or the men became
frightened. If such were the case, they
hastily dragged the dead girl to the
hidden corner and deserted her. ‘They
either feared dlscovery, or were over-
whelmed with fear that was inspired
by the atrocity of thelr own crime.

“If it was intended to cremate the
hody, it was proposed by some one wetl
acquainted with the bullding and base-
ment. The negro nightwatchman often
fired the furnace. He know the base-
ment from the elevator shaft up front
to the rear ontrance. He carrled the
detectives through every nook and
cranny.”

1f the girl's body had been crematel
the erime probably never would have
been discovered. Mary Phagan would
have vanished. .
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