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CLUE IS SOUGHT
N HANDWRITING
* OFNARY PHACAN

Reporter of The Constitution
- Is Sl_lmmoned by Solicitor
General Hugh M. Dorsey
for Conference.
OFFICIALS INVESTIGATE
THEORY QF MYSTERY

Much Interest Is Created by
“ the Report That a New
Arrest May Be Made in the
Near Future.

1
-

The handwriting of Mary Phagan ls
likely to play a prominent part in tha
Investigation of her murder. Rumors
came Tuesday from the sollcitor gen-
eral’'s office that new clues had been
discovered " in tha form of notes or
letters, and that much energy was be-
Ing  oconcentrated In  Investigation
‘aleng that lne.
| Handwriting oxports have been sum-
moned before Mr. Dorsey this morn-
ing. A reporter Yor, Tho Constitutlon
who has several specimens of the mur-
dered girl's handwriting has also
been ordered to appear at the solle-
itor's office this morning at 10 o'clock.

It 1s reported that mysterlous nctes
have been found by a number of the.
solicitor's staff, and that Mr, Dorsey's
object ts to identify, by the specimens
in the reporter's possession, the Pha-
gan glrl’s script. It also has been ad-
vanced that the strange notes caused
the new theory on which the solicitor
18 working.

Mr. Dorsey and his entire office staff
fs unusually reticent about the ru-
mored clues. He will neither deny ov
affirm the report that notes or letters
of any character pertaining to the
mystery have been discovered.

“To talk at present,”” he sald,
“would be disastrous. We must have
time to verify our theory.”

. Dorsey Interviews Mrs. Barrett.

Mrs. Mary Barreti, a woman who is
sald to have beenin the pencil factory
the Saturday afternoon that Mary Pha-
gan disappeared, was summoned be-
fore Mr. Dorgey Tuesdny afternoon.
She came with her daughter, a pretty
Hittle girl, who was present during her
mother’s examination. ~ -

Mrs, Barrett was In a disturbed
state upon emerging from the inter-
view, As she stepped upon the
threshold of the ante-room, she ex-
claimed, dramatically; - co
“If anyone has told or tells any lies
on 6 in conhection with this murder,
they'll certainly suffer for it.”

The daughter was heard to tell Mr.
Dorsey:

“I'Il talk with hor tonight, and then
maybe ghe'lli do what you ask.”

To avold reporters, the woman and
girl were rushed away in a cab by De-
tective Rosser, of police headquarters.

Relative to the new theory advanced
by Solicitor Dorsey, and the rumored
new suspect who may' be arrested,
Chief Legnford said to a Constitution
reporter Tuesday afternoon that he
was unaware of a new thepry or prob-
able arrest.

He and .the solicitor general were
clogeted for two hours Tuesday morn-
ing In the former's offices at head-
quarters. They only weighed the evi-
dence now at hand and the prospects
for galning new eclues, the chief de-
clared. Also, he sald it was likely
th=t he and Mr. Dorsey would hold
another consultatfon in regard to the
assistance the detective department is
to give the solicitor in presenting the
case bhefore the grand jury.

Detective Chief Lanford said to a
| reporter for The Constitutlon:

“Police headquarters has as vyet
been unable to unearth evidence which
would turn us from the theory to
which we have adhered throughout
the Phagan case. If another suspect
fing entered the mystery the clty de-
tective department is unaware of his
 existence. I don't belleve there fis
 such a character.” :

Solicitor Dorsey: .

’ “r would rather not talk on the
subject. It 'has been rumored  over
) the entire city that another arrest will
be .made. Such might be the case. It
| iz entirely probable. At present, how-
“ever, I'm unprepared to talk. That
new' and plausible thcories have been
advanced 1s true. We are looking for
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anyone who can acquaint us with tacts
of. the erime.”

Speculation was rife Tuesday over
The Constitution’s report to the effect
that another arrest was lkely. The
8source of Information from which the
report was derived was responsible
and a good deal of dependance, for
that reason, was placed in the rumor.

Mystery aes deep, However, as that
which shrouds the murder ftself,
covers the {dentity of the strango
suspect and the nature of his or her
connectlon with the ecrime. Whether
or not it is a man or woman {s also a
toplc of wide speculation. Absolutely
nothing can bhe gained (rom the so-
licitor's office, from which the new
theory 1s helng worked out.

Mr. Dorsey was asked Monday
morning of his views on the part De-
tective Willlam J. Burns will play in

the Phagan investigation. He , sald:
“I will welcome Mr. Burns, His
reputation inspiras hope., 1 would

welcome anyone or nnything which
might tend to clear up the mystery,”
‘Three New Affldaviix Filed

Three affidavitg were filed with the
solicitor Monday morning. 'The na-
ture of one Mr. Dorsey would not dis-
clogse, The two olbers, howuver, were
obtained from Miss Maggle Wyatt, of
41 Plckett avenue, and Miss Willlo M.
1088, of 259 Crew street.

Miss Wyatt {s sald to have attested
to her knowledge of certain conditions
in the pencil plant, while Miss Ross
made a statement of having heard
screams from the basement of the
factory at 4:30 o'clock on the Satur-
day afternoon the murder is supposed
to have been committed.

" It i8 probable that the grand jury
will hold an extra session this week
to clear away the routine matters he-
fore thein s0 ns to have nothing to in-
terfere with the exhaustive investlga-
tlon {t proposes to make into the
girl’s death. At just which time the
case will be presented by the solicitor
fs not definltely known. Iven Mr.
Dorsey, himself, has stated that he ¢
not determined {n that respect.

Mr, Dorsey's ‘Fheory.

The new theory of the solicltor gen-
eral, which Tuesday crcated such
widespread speculation, deals with the
manner and the place of Mary Pha-
gan’s death, it was reported Iast night.

The police theory, and that generaily
accepted by the public, Is that the vic.
tim was rendered unconsclous by belng
struek upon the back of the skull
when her head hit the planing machine
on the second floor, and that her un-
consclous form was lowered to the
basement, where, upon regaining con-
sclousness. her scresma at 4:30 o'clock
were heard by the woman pedestrian
who passed the plant buliding, Afrald
that her cries would attract atten-
tion, her assailant completed the decd
by strangulation. .

Mr. Dorsey will nol commaent upon
the subject, He has gaid, though, that
he does not helleve the girl met death
outside the bullding. It {3 rumored
that he belfeves the erime wag com-
mitted in the bascinent, and that she
was consclous when carried there. Te
will not verify even this report, Alxo,
it i3 sald that the new clues supposed
to have been uncarthed Tuesday
morning corroborate, to a lurge ex-
tent, the rollcitor's new theory.

Officers Are Summonedd.

Corroborating, In a certain degroe,
the rumor that his new theory per-
tatns to how and in what portion of
the building the crime was committed,
was the solicitor's actlon Tuesday In
summoning to hls offico a number of
the pollce squad who answered tha
negro night watchman's telephone call
on the morning the body wag discov-
erod. His {dea In this move, it 15 sald,
Is to acguaint himself with tho exact
position of the’corpse and the condi-
tion of the basement In which it was
found.

Considerablo interest Is centered on
the mysteriouy detective In hig employ,
whotn Mr. Dorsey announces as ono of
America’s best. At present, hoe I8 out
of tho city, in Now York, it is rumored,
investigating pollice records of that
efty and Erookiyn. e will not ve-
turn, according to the solicitor, In sev-
eral days.

“Certalnly detective ablility f§s not
lacking in this mystery,” said Chlef

Lanford last night. “First come tho
Pinkertons, tho solicitor's slaff, his
‘America’s greatest’ sleuth, then De-

tectiva Burns—and the squad at head-
quarters ara not inferior when |t
comes to efficlency. In fact, the city
detectives have unearthed the larger
portion of cevidenco now at hand.

“But, a world of detectlvey, us pgoad
as any on earth though they be, has
not solved the Phagan murder. Tt is
one of the most mysterious mysteriey
of my Knowledge.”
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