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“BECKER OF SOUTH”
LANFORD IS BRANDED
BY COL. TOM FELDER

System of Corruption as Poisonous as That of
the Mafia Exists in Atlanta, According to
Statement” Made by Attorney. Accused of
Trying to Bribe Secretary G. C. Febuary to:
Steal Aﬁldd\’ll in the Phagan Ca%e——-bays'

Detectives Are Trying to Shield Murderer:
of Girl. .

COLONEL FELDER IS \IAI\I\‘G Hl\l SELF
LAUGHING STOCK, SAYS LANFORD; .
HINTS AT NEW BRIBERY CHARGES;

A. S. Colyar, L.eading Figure in Bribe Charges, Is
Placed Under Arrest on Warranl Irom
Knoxville, But Is Released on Bond—Con-
nally, Negro Employee of the Natiopl Pen-
cil Factory, Tells Officers He Wrote Notes at
Dictation of Frank—Police Believe These
Were the Ones Found by the Body of
Mary Phagan.

Branding Detective Chief Newport Lanford as the “Lieutenant Becker”
of the south, and charging that there exists in the Atlanta police depart-
ment a “system” of corruption that is as polsonous as the deadly society of
Mafia, Colonel Thomas B. Felder has issued counter charges to those of
attempted bribery made against him Friday afternoon.

He declares that every bit of his sensational accusations can be sup-
ported by substantial evidence. He even asserts that the charges against’
him were made in an effort to shield and protect the murderer of Mary.
Phagan, whom the detective department are alleged to be assisting by the{'
destruction of damaging evidenco and by procuring witnesses. '

First, and the most important of Saturday developments, was the in-
dictment by the grand jury of Leo M. Frank, the suspected factory superin-
tendent, Tho true bill was returned before noon. He now will be tried
before Fulton superior court on the direct charge of Mary Phagan's murder.:

Second, was the confession of James Connally, a negro sweeper in the
pencil factory, who declares that he wrote, at the dictation of Frank, notes
which the detectives believe to be the ones found by the body of Mary
Phagan. After making complete acknowledgement to Detectives John
Black and Harry Scott, he made an affidavit supporting the confession. :

COLYAR, PLACED UNDER AEREST
ON KNOXVILLE CHARGE,. GIVES BOND

The arrest of A. S. Colyar, Jr,, the adventurer, who is said to have en-
gineered the dictagraph trap, was a third most important deyelopment. He
was taken into custody early in the afternoon on receipt of a telegram from
the Knoxville, Tenn., police, who want him on forgery charges. He was
Inter released -on $1,000 bond.

A dictagraph veport has bheen made public of a conversation between
Edward O, Miles, Secretary Febuary and Colyar with Mayor James G.
Woodward, in which the chief executive is charged with having sought evi-
dence with which he could impeach Chiefs Lanford and Beavers. 1le makes
strong denial of the report, saying he is a victim of consplrac), and says
the report was either faked or ‘“padded.”

Chief Beavers, in a ringing statement, declared to a reporter for The
Constitution that underhand forces were working secretly to remove him
from office, and that a giaut conspiracy was on foot to oust him by crook-
edness and treachery, He said, further, that he would assist the grand jury
fn any manner to prosecute those charged with the bribery attempts.

Harry Scott, assistant superintendent of the Atlanta Pinkerton branch,
admitted to a Constitution reporter last night that his organization is in
the employ of Frank’s defense, and that reports of his daily progress ara
submitted to Luther Z. Rosser, counsel for the suspected superintendent.

Svott Makes Expinnutlon. :
He safd, however, that he was re-
tained for the apprehension of Mary
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Phagan's murderer, and that his ef~
forts were being directed to obtain
evidence supporting the theory that
Frank Is the slayer, lis testimony
betore the grand jury Saturday morn-
ing was sald to have been damaging
to Frank. He asslsted {n procuring
the confession from the negro, Con-
nally.

On the other hand, Chief Beavers and
Dectevtive Lanford are equally deflant.
They assert that the employment of
Mr. Felder in the Phagan case is only
a part of a scheme to undermine the
present police administration hecause
of its war on vice. In this scheme, De-
tective Lanford sald last night there
were others ' fnvolved bhestdes Mr.
Felder, and he (ntlmated that hribes
had heen offered by other prominent
men in connection with the investiga-
tion of the I’hagan case whose names
would come out before the fight was
over.

“Felder 18 making himself a laugh-
ing stock,” raid Lanfard.

1otitical Fight Certoln,

One thing, 1t wus generally agreed,.
18 cartain as the outcome of the day's
developments, It means war to the!
finish between the present pollee ad-
min!stration and those who are op-
pesing it. It means in all probability,
the beginning of one of the bitterest
political fights for supremacy In the
control of the ¢ty government that
Atlanta has ever known, A singular
fact 1t iy that this war of factlons
should have grown out of the murder
of an innocent child and the puzzllng
gnlution of the mystery.

“F would have the peoplo
community know,” says Colone}l Fel-
dep in his statement, “that from the
day and hour of the arrest of L‘.'Ol
Frank, charged with the murder of
Httle Mary [’hagan, Newport Lanford
and hig consplrators have Ieft no
‘stones  unturned’ in their efforts to
shiedd and protect the suspect, and 1
shall demonstrate later on the truth
of this statement with so muech clear-
ness that ‘he who runs may read””

Throughout the entfre  statement
rings @ tone of caustic denunclation,
Frequently, the detective chief 13 re-

of thig’

ferred to  as “Licutenant Liecker"”
Janford. In furthering and effectua-
tinx the conspiracy he alleges they

have hatehed, the attorney avers that
the detectives have winked at forger-
fes, suborned perjury and employved
every base ageney thelr fow and
grovelling  criminal  instincts  could
contrive and econfure.

Assorting that Newt Lee, the negro
nightwatchman suspeet, will give iIn-
criminating testimony against Mary
Phagan's slayer, Bernard Chappell, the
negrao's  attorney, states  that before
hie witl allow his ellent to be Hber-
ated from jail, he, himself, will issue
a warrant for his arrest and detain-
ment, to prevent his being tampered
with. The reported testimony to be
glven by Lez, the lawyer says, has
never yet been revealed.

Cotynr Under Arrest.

One of the most startling incldents
of such a startling program of de-
velopments vwas the arrest of Colyar,
the adventurer and world-wanderer.
Iiver since the first publication of the
gensational turn of affalrs in tho Pha-
gan mystery, he has been one topic
of c¢onversation. His career as re-
vealed by The Constitutlon Saturday
morning, was sufficlent to make him
an interesting charvacter.

Shortly  before 12 o'clock, Chief
Beavers received a telegfram from the
Knoxville police ordering Colyar's ar-
rvest on chiarge of a forgery said to
have been cominitted In that city four
vears ago, when he Is charged with
fleecing an inmatoe of the tenderloin
of & sum of money. He was found by
Detectives Novrls and Chewing in the
Williams House No. 2. Taking his are
rest calmty he accompanied the officers
to headquurters.

When questioned by reporters there,
he refused to mitke a statement.,

Chief Beavers was dramatic in his
denunciation of the forces secretiy
working to romove him. To a small
group of reporters and friends he
often rose from the desk in his of-
fice at headquarters, reaching his full
height and angrily  smiting the desk
with clenched fist.

“jt is a fight to the finish.
tle ts on. 1 am golng to force the
‘vice gangsters’ into the open. This

The bat-

is the first gun In an attempt to get

me out of office. They cannot do it

with the sneaking, tricky niethods they

are employing. ‘They'll have to battle’

fairly, squarely and on equal grounds. |
It )il Be Battle Royal,

“1  have fired into  their  hole.
My bullet hit its murk. ‘The snakes|
have got to come out. And when the,\'i
emerge {t'stobe a battle royval that
will strip some folks of thelr sheep's’
clothing and show the lion skin that's)
underncath. Felder was hit first,  Tt]
was so warm for the others that they
had to show their hand, The issue Is
now bhetween the decent peuple of the
city and the promoters of vice, who
have controiled the city politically for
years.

““Fhe majority of the people of the
city are with me. I know it They
are to fight with me to the finish,
no matter how bitter it might he. All
1 want is the good-to-the-core and
loryal support of respectability. i
win, and it wen’t be lonz in the win-
ning. This situation has outgrown a
personal Issue or an issue of the Pha-
gan case, and has assumed the propor-
tions of the hottest fight in the politi-
cal history of Atlanta.”

Coneluding his flery statement, one
of the first of ity kind he has made
since his eclection to office, Beavers
sald: ‘

“I will fight them to a finish, even
though I die tn my tracks, They are
trying to back me into a ecorner, and
I fizght wien they try that, Even n
rat will turn back and fight when cors
nered. I do not propose to wait until
1 am forced tno far back into the cor-
ner before defending mywelf”

Although inoessant attempts were
made to break down his story, James
Connally, the negro sweeper, main-
. tained it straight through a serles of
exacting crosg. examinations to which
he was subjected at both police head-

quarters and the office of Solicitor
Goneral Dorsey at the courthouse.
Suys Frank Dietated Notes.

His tale will likely weave a new
aspect to the tragedy's theory. ile
declares that Frank dictated the notes
to him on the afternoon prior to Mary
Phagan's death, and that he recognizey
the wording of the murder notes as
the dictation given him by the plant
superintendent, Hix counfession camce
ahbout when he calfled: Detective John
fBlack, of keadquarters, to his cell carly
in the morning,

“] wants to make a confession,” he
told the detective, who waa asslsted by
Harry Scott, of the Pinkerlons, “I
wrote those notes, and I'Ml swear to
it. I'm tired of keeping it gecret.”

Chlet Lanford's Statement,

Chilef Lanford's statement, made to s
reporter for The Coustitution Satur-
day afternoon, was as flery as the one
fssued by hls superlor chief.

“Felder 1s rediculous. We have
shown him to bo the crook he is. The
best thing for him to do I8 to go some-
where and hide himgelf. e s dis-
graced, as he should havo been long
ago,” the detective said.

“The police and detective depart-
ments are going to break up Atlanta's
ring of vice promoters. They have
heen dominant teo long In the clty's
polltica) sHuation. It Is now time for
decent folk to rise and demand the
rule. Atlanta fs a clean town, mor-
ally, and hereafter it will beo clean
politically—that can be depended
upon.”

In explaining Colyar's connection
with the dictagraph plot, the chlef
sald that Colyar offered to englneer
the plan, und that he voluntarily loan-
ed his efforts. There i3 no truth, he
sald, that the man was being pald a
large sum for hls work., The city of
Atlanta, declared Lanford, had not paid
Calyar a cent, and did not intend to.
He was drawing money from no soirce
whatevey, the detective asscrted.

“Colyar's {nterest in the entire case,”
he sald, “has heen to obtain material
for a story he s writlng on the Mary
Phagan mystery. That was his motive
in engineering the dictagraph scheme,
He had no other view {n mind. At
least, I am aware of no other.”

Colyar Free on Dond.

Colyar was released early last night
on cash bond of $1,000. Ie will re-
maln In Atlasta until next Thursday,
when authorities from Knoxville will
come to Atlanta for him.

Chief Beavers would not reveal the
adventurer's bondsman., He admitted
that tho bond was cash, and for $1,000,
but bevond that would say absolutely
nothing.

An attempt was made by Headquar-

"ters Detective John Black and Harry

Seott, of the Plnkertons, Saturday to
carry the Connally negro to the Tower,
where they intended having him recite
his confession before the white sus-
pect in order to make the testlmony
admissable before trial jury.

When Hcott sent word to Frank's
cell that he and Connally desited an
interview, the prisoner replied by mes-
senger that he would not scoe the de-
tective or anyone else without first
consulting counsel or having his attor-
ney present durlng the transaction.
Scott and Black retired without galn-
ing entrance to the prison.
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